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Production in Many Sectors of Yugoslav 
Industry Achieves New Postwar Record 


Yugoslav industrial production-con- 
tinued to increase moferately and 
reached new postwar highs in many 
sectors during the third quarter of 
1954, according to official statistics. 

The industrial index declined 6 
points from June to July, but it re- 
covered in August despite vacations 
and hit a high of 128 in September 
(1953—=100). 


Though production of material for 
processing climbed slowly but steadily, 
capital-goods production dropped off 
and remained below second-quarter 
levels, and consumers’ goods, which 
dropped in June, shot up to a record 
high of 143 in September. These move- 
ments roughly. parallel those of 1953, 
any may therefore be considered sea- 
sonal to some extent. They reflected 
contrary tendencies, such as the up- 
swing in construction during the sum- 
mer months, the tendency of many 
workers to put in some time on the 
home farms during the busy seasons, 
and a demand for some consumers’ 
goods for stocking before winter and 
after sale of farm crops. 


Electric-power production fell off in 
July and then rose steadily—hydro- 
electric power falling off seasonally 
and steam coming in to take up the 
slack—but not in large enough quan- 
tities to raise the level to the spring 
and early summer mark. Dalmatia, 
which had a very dry summer, con- 
tributed to the hydro shortfall. Con- 
tinuing power shortages delayed pro- 
duction expansion in some sections. 


Coal Output Climbs 

Coal production continued to climb 
in the third quarter, in contrast to 
the decline in the summer of 1953, 
but signs pointed to another coal 
shortage in the winter. The railroads 
were said to be operating on a 2-day 
supply instead of the 45-day supply 
they would:like, and consumer efforts 
to stock up for the winter were 
blocked by empty yards at the dealers. 

The situation was at its worst- in 
Belgrade, but there were signs that 
efforts were being made to increase 
production generally. Basic (untaxed) 
wage funds in coal mining were in- 
creased 10 percent as of October 1, 
according to the press, and some 
mines were working overtime. Others 


were still suffering from flood damage. 
Additional funds were made available 
for mining equipment and safety 
devices. 

Oil refining and production were 
on the increase, despite the failure 
of the seventh attempt to get into 
production the refinery at Slavonski 
Brod. New discoveries of petroleum 
and gas were reported. 

Metal mining was active in the 
quarter, with iron ore, copper, zinc, 
and lead production at record or 
near record levels. These increases 
were intended to build up stocks for 
the anticipated opening of opera- 
tions at Sevojno and Kidricevo, as 
well as for steel-production expan- 
sion at Zenica and the opening of 
the cable factory at Svetozarevo. 


Metal Production High 


Although no sharp increases were 
shown in ferrous and nonferrous 
metallurgy in the third quarter, the 
indexes were well above previous 
highs, and production of most items— 
an outstanding exception being steel 
—was above previous records. Even 
steel production was at a near peak 
level. 

In other industries, activity was at 
a high if not record level. The tex- 
tile industry in particular picked up 
rapidly from a July drop and by Sep- 
tember was setting records. Export 
demand was so high that quotas had 
to be set to assure sufficient domestic 
supplies of cloth, especially printed 
cotton. 


Most of Yugoslavia’s weaving and 
finishing capacity is out of date. Plans 
are being made for new efforts to 
secure funds and foreign exchange 
for the construction of a new spinning 
and weaving plant and for the mod- 
ernization of some Slovenian finishing 
plants. 


The usual seasonal fluctuations took 
place in the food industry and build- 
ing and building materials production. 
It appeared that beet-sugar produc- 
tion in -1954 would be below the 1953 
level, but production may have been 
delayed and made up later, as the 
summer was cold and the sugar-beet 
crop was late in maturing. The only 
branch significantly below 1953 levels 
was forestry, in which cutting was 
being reduced by plan.—Emb., Bel- 
grade. 
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Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located iif the busi- 
ness centers of the United Sta 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who k 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. 8S. Courthouse 

Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8t. 
Bldg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Eldg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce S8t. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bidg 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonvilie 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bldg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 36 NE. First St. 

Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Ave. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 

New York 17, N. ¥., 110 EB. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lémbardy 8t., 

St. Louls 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. | 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple & 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
bouse. ° 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bidg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book 





Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 





U. S. Department of Commerce 
FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


— 


Loring K. Macy, Directo: 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, $3.50; Foreign, $4.50; single copy, 10 cents. Make remittances payable to the Treasurer of the 
United States and mail either to your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 


NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted freely. Mention of source will be appreciated. 
i Published with the approval of the Bureau of the Budget, June 19, 1952. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 
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Suez Canal Agreement Aids Prospects 





Egypt Optimistic About Future Business 


Though general business conditions in Egypt continued stagnant dur- 
ing the third quarter of 1954, the initialing of the agreement regarding 
the Suez Canal Zone base caused substantial optimism concerning future 


business prospects. 


The share-price index continued to rise, and gains occurred in all sec- 


tors of the stock market. Both the 
wholesale price level and the cost-of- 
living indexes were virtually un- 
changed during the quarter. 

Foreign trade during the first 2 
months of ‘the quarter almost bal- 
anced, and indications were that only 
a slightly unfavorable balance of pay- 
ments would be recorded for 1954. 

Among the more significant eco- 
nomic developments of the third 
quarter was the considerable liberali- 
gation of foreign-exchange restric- 
tions and a virtual freeing of sterling- 
area imports from direct controls. 
Trade with the dollar area, however, 
remains under export account and 
import entitlement procedures (see 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 20, 
1954, p. 11). 

Exports Rise; Imports Drop 

Exports, including reexports, for the 
first 8 months of 1954 were valued at 
£296 million, compared with E£91.8 
million for the like period in 1953. 
Imports also were valued at E£96 mil- 
lion, cbmpared with E£110.6 million 
(E£1—$2.87). Consequently, the trade 
balance was in equilibrium for the 
first 8 months of 1954, compared with 
an unfavorable balance of E£18.8 mil- 
lion for the corresponding period of 
1953. Exports in the 1954 period re- 
flected a slight improvement in quan- 
tity and value of cotton sold abroad. 
The import decline of E£14.6 million 
from 1953 to 1954 is almost an exact 
reflection of the fall in value of wheat 
and flour imports. 

Of interest to American exporters 
were additions to the list of commodi- 
ties which may be imported with pay- 
ment through export account or im- 
port entitlement procedures, includ- 
ing such commodities as spare parts 
and accessories for electrical machin- 
ery and apparatus, passenger automo- 
biles, natural silk, artificial silk and 
‘nylon surgical threads, printed mat- 
ter on automobiles and their mainte- 
Nance, and knocked-down refriger- 
ators. 

A few changes were made in export 


'egulations. The export of aluminum 


strap was prohibited. All types of vege- 
tables may be exported without per- 
mits except potatoes, onions, and gar- 


lie, which are still subject to quotas. 


Previously, only certain vegetables 
could be shipped to non-Arab coun- 
tries without export permitS; however, 
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effective September 16, “discarded” 
quality garlic—shipments containing 
more than 20 percent with defects— 
may be exported to Western Europe 
and the United States, if it is to be 
used solely for industrial purposes and 
if the importer has knowledge of the 
defects. 

The Council of Ministers approved 
a proposal of the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry to hold an inter- 
national exhibition in Cairo in Jan- 
uary 1956. 

In September, the permissible mark- 
up on imported cotton goods was in- 
creased by one-third—from 15 to 20 
percent—and on imported cotton knit- 
wear by nearly one-fifth—from 17 to 
20 percent. These profit margins con- 
tinue to be split up among importers, 
wholesalers, and retailers. 


Industry Expands 


Discussions still are being held con- 
cerning measures to develop. the 
Egyptian jute industry, following a 
request by the Egyptian Jute Company 
for tariff protection. A new company, 
into which the firm might be merged, 
may be established, probably with 
participation by the Pakistan Govern- 
ment. 

The Administration of Telegraphs 
and Telephones has openly invited 
foreign companies to submit proposals 
for the establishment in Egypt, at 
their expense, of a factory to com- 
mence with the assembly of spare 
parts for telephones but to be so 
planned as to be capable of being 
converted to a plant to produce other 
component parts. 

A tire and tube industry was estab- 
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lished in Egypt with the collaboration 
of an American rubber a 
Shares in this company offered for 
public sale were oversubscribed. 

The Starch Products Co., 8. A. E., of 
Alexandria, which makes rice starch, 
also is operating a new glucose fac- 
tory with American participation. 

A new company was founded to 
make insulated wires and cables, with 
a capital of E£100,000, nearly one-half 
of it French. A Government arms 
factory was opened near Cairo in Sep- 
tember. 

Six new joint-stock companies were 
formed in the third quarter, with a 
total registered capital of E£390,000, 
of which one-quarter had been put up 
at the time of registration. 

The 1954-55 ordinary budget pro- 
vides for “new works” expenditures of 
E£3.3 million, a considerable part of 
which is for capital goods, by the Egyp- 
tian Republic Railways, compared with 
a similar appropriation of E£2.5 mil- 
lion in 1953-54, In addition, the new 
productive budget calls for expendi- 
tures of E£3.6 million, mainly on elec- 
trification of the Cairo-Helwan rail- 
way line and a special program for 
replacement of rails, passenger and 
freight cars, and locomotives. 

The 1954-55 productive budget pro- 
vides for expenditures of E£4 million 
on new roads and widening and hard- 
surfacing other roads, compared with 
a capital budget appropriation of E£3 
million in the preceding fiscal year, 
when a great deal of underspending 
occurred. 


New Airport Building Planned 


The Egyptian Government invited 
Egyptian architects and engineers to 
submit plans before the end of No- 
vember 1954 for a new terminal build- 
ing at Cairo International Airport. 
The project is estimated to require 
from 2 to 3 years and to be completed 
at a cost of about E£500,000. The air- 
port is to be redesigned more logically 
as a civil terminal so that it can cope 
with an expected increase in air 
traffic. 

Two members of the international 
advisory committee on the High As- 
wan Dam—one French and one Amer- 
ican—were in Egypt in August. Two 
sites are under consideration, one 4 
miles south and a new one 28 miles 
south of the present dam. 

The East German firm of Deutscher 
Innen und Aussenhandel, Electro- 
technik (D.I.A.) has been awarded 
a contract of approximately Ef£1 mil- 
lion for construction and erection of 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Bolivia’ Forms Purchasing Agency 
To Operate on American Market 


A Bolivian Government Central Purchasing Agency, through which 
all purchases of equipment and materials on the American market will 
be made, is to be established in New York in the near future. 

Government agencies for which this organization will act include the 
Bolivian Mining Corporation, the Bolivian Petroleum Agency (YPFB), 


the Bolivian Development Corpora- 
tion, and the Bolivian Mining Bank. 

The Ministry of National Economy 
has announced that, in addition to 
raw cotton valued at $500,000 acquired 
under the Bolivian-Brazilian trade 
agreement, Bolivia has purchased 
foodstuffs valued at more than $14 
million so far this year. The major 
items are sugar valued at $6.7 million; 
milk products, $3.7 million; rice, $2.4 
million; wheat and flour, $1.2 million; 
and lard and edible oils, $351,000. 

In addition, Bolivia has acquired, 
under the supplementary $3-million 
economic-assistance grant from the 
United States, foodstuffs valued at $2.1 
million, consisting of wheat and flour 
with a value of $1,735,000 and lard, 
$405,000. The Ministry has opened a 
special account with the Central Bank 
in which boliviano funds obtained 
from the sale of these commodities 
are to be deposited and eventually 
employed on development projects ap- 
proved by the U. S, Foreign Operations 
Administration. 


Bolivia’s draft indebtedness to 
American exporters at the end of 
October, as reported by the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York, amounted 
to $1,145,000, while confirmed letters 
of credit outstanding amounted to 
$4,953,000. To protect the country’s 
credit position abroad, the Central 
Bank is urging prompt payment of 
these obligations. 


Foreign Investment Boosted 


In a drive to improve the foreign 
investment climate of Bolivia, Presi- 
dent. Paz Estenssoro and a former 
Minister of Mines and Petroleum and 
president of the First National Work- 
ers Congress, emphasized to the union 
delegates—attending the La Paz meet- 
ing of the congress—the necessity of 
obtaining foreign capital and tech- 
nical assistance in developing the 
country’s natural resources and pro- 
moting the economic diversification 
program. 

The Banco Popular de Colombia, 
which opened a branch last July in 
La Paz, has extended a credit, report- 
edly amounting to 500 million boll!- 
vianos, or about US$2.6 million, for the 
enlargement of the La Paz water sup- 
ply system, and credit offers by Ameri- 
can and European firms—one of the 
most recent being that from Krupp of 
West Germany—appear to be increas- 
ing. 


In view of the number of credit of- 


4 





fers, the Bolivian Ministry of Hacienda 
is requiring that a detailed prgsenta- 
tion of all such current proposals be 
submitted prior to January 25, 1955, 
in order that they may be studied in 
relation to the Government’s eco- 
nomic diversification plan. 


Petroleum Production Up 

In addition to export outlets for 
Bolivian petroleum products in Ar- 
gentina, Chile, and Brazil obtained 
through agreements signed over the 
past 3 months, the State petroleum 
agency (YPFB) will start negotia- 
tions soon with Paraguay to sup- 
ply the Chaco regiorr with 1.2 million 
liters of gasoline and 300,000 liters 
of kerosene annually. Potential out- 
put, more than double the 4,000 bar- 
rels per day required for domestic con- 
sumption, was expected to reach 10,- 
000 barrels per day by the end of the 
year. 

Actual production, which is limited 
by the volume of storage space avail- 
able, amounted to 171,661 barrels in 
October, bringing total output for the 
year, on October 31, to 1,312,115 bar- 
rels, or over 300 percent above output 
for the fifst 10 months of 1953. 

Construction on the $3.6-million 324- 
kilometer pipeline from the Bolivian 
oilfields at Camiri to Yacuiba, on the 
Argentine border, was expected to 
start around December 1. Initial ship- 
ments of the 6,600 tons of pipe being 
supplied by the German firm Stahl- 
union, at Duesseldorf, have arrived in 
Buenos Aires, as has a large part of 
the heavy equipment for use in con- 
structing the pipeline. 

Under the Argentine-Bolivian agree- 
ment, YPFB has undertaken to de- 
liver 2,500 barrels of crude per day 
by means of the new pipeline, which 
is expected to be completed in May 
or June. It is hoped, however, that 
construction of the line between Ca- 
miri and the railhead at Boyuibe may 
be completed in January, thereby en- 
abling Bolivia to supply about 400,000 
liters daily by tank car. 

During the first month of the Boli- 
vian-Chilean agreement, deliveries of 
Bolivian gasoline to Chile by railway 
tank car from the Cochabamba refin- 
ery exceeded by 10 percent the 1.2 
million-liter monthly quota which 
YPFB contracted to supply to the 
Compania de Acero del Pacifico de 
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Chile 
Chile) . a 
With the recent arrival of severg). 
European technicians, construction of 
a modern factory for the manufacture. 
of steel drums at the Cochabamba 
refinery was expected to begin sooy,| 
Much of the material, which is being’ 
supplied by Belgian firms, reportedly | 
has arrived in Cochabamba. 


Most Mining Down 


The output of tin concentrates ig 
the nationalized mines during the 
first 9 months of 1954 was 19,250 fine 
metric tons, or within 2 percent of 
production for the comparable 1959 
period. ‘ 

The export. of tin concentrates tg 
the United States and the United 
Kingdom provide Bolivia with approx= 
imately 70 percent of its foreign 
exchange earnings. Another important) 
dollar earner is wolfram, of which 
1,196 tons had been recovered d 
the first 3 quarters of 1954, a 47-per 
cent increase over production for the 
like period in 1953. 

With the exception of antimony 
the production of other minerals fel] 
appreciably below 1953 levels. Anti 
mony output during the first 9 monthy 
of 1954 was 20 tons, up 59 percent, 
Other minerals output and percent- 
ages of decrease were: Gold, 9,749 fine 
grams, 27 percent; lead, 5,352 to 
about 26 percent; zinc, 13,046 tong) 
about 20 percent; bismuth, 36.3 tong) 
19 percent; silver, 101,559 kilograms) 
18 percent; and copper, 2,545 tons, 
about 12 percent. 

In an effort to expand credit facili 
ties and lend greater technical assist- 
ance to the privately owned small 
and medium-sized mines, the Bolivian 
Government has decreed a complete 
reorganization of the Banco Minero d 
Bolivia—the agency charged by ‘ 
with purchasing and marketing the 
output of the nonnationalized mining 
industry. The decree stipulates that@ 
technical, economic, and administra- 
tive reorganization of the -bank mu 
be accomplished within 90 days and@ 
authorizes two members of the United 
Nations Mission in Bolivia, one aff 
engineer and the other a credit spe 
cialist, to assistant bank executives 
in the task. 

Juan Haus Soliz, former executive 
in the Central Bank and the Ag 
cultural Bank and vice president @ 
the Mining Corporation, has been ap 
pointed president of the Banco Miner 


Mineral Sales Tax Suspended 

The Bolivian Government has lifte 
the 35-boliviano tax on each dollaf 
obtained by the Mining Corporation 
from the Central Bank for mineral 
sales. Effective retroactively, the dé 
cree suspends the tax as of July 
1954, for as long as the world-marke 
quotation on tin remains below $1 pe 
pound fine. ; 

The free-market rate of the be 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 


ABROAD 





liviano recovered moderately in mid- 
November, after having fallen from 
1,445 to 1,950 to the dollar in October 
put slipped downward again until it 
reached 1,836 at the end of November. 
Public auction sales of dollars during 
November were limited to $226,293, at 
rates not exceeding 1,800 bolivianos to 
the dollar, compared with sales of 
$422,978 in October. 


Workers Congress Meets 


The First National Workers Con- 
gress, in session the first half of No- 
vember, reelected Juan Lechin, exec- 
utive secretary of the Central Obrera 
Boliviana (COB). Representing labor- 
ers from all parts of the country and 
different types of work, the congress 
voted to maintain the “independence” 
of the Bolivian labor movement, and 
refused to affiliate with any interna- 
tional organization. It approved a re- 
organization plan which centralized 
control in the COB and transformed 
the former departmental centrals 
(COD’s) into subcommittees of the 
COB. Seven councils were created, 
each representing a major classifica- 
tion of worker. 


The congress reaffirmed the alliance 
between the labor movement and the 
National Revolutionary Movement 
(MNR) government and elaborated la- 
bor’s position as co-partner in govern- 
ment. A program was approved call- 
ing for greater Government control 
over import trade, State operation of 
monopolies, nationalization of the rail- 
ways, placing of public utilities under 
municipal control, and extension of 
labor control. 


Railroad Earnings Down 


The Bolivian railroad network, in- 
cluding both State-owned and private 
lines, earned a profit of 107,149,031 
bolivianos in 1953 compared with 150,- 
897,229 bolivianos in 1952. Decreased 
earnings apparently were the result of 
a substantial increase in expenditures 
on the Arica-La Paz line. The Anto- 
fagasta-Bolivia Railroad, a privately 
owned line, was the most successful, 
earning 230 million bolivianos over ex- 
penditures. Total passengers of the 
entire network in 1953 numbered 2,- 
370,488, compared with 2,192,737 in 
1952. While passenger traffic in- 
creased, the amount of freight trans- 
ported decreased, 1,848,063 metric tons 
and 1,650,748 tons being carried, re- 
spectively, in 1952 and 1953. 

December 9 was the deadline set 
for the signing of an accord between 
Bolivia and Argentina providing for 
the consolidation and liquidation of 
the debt incurred for the construction 
work on the Yacuiba-Santa Cruz rail- 
road and the Oran-Tarija highway. 

In accordance with an exchange of 
notes coincidental with the signing of 
the Argentine-Bolivian Agreement of 
Economic Union, September 9, 1954, 
Bolivia agreed to establish a procedure 
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Japanese Trade With 
United States Down 


Japanese imports from the United 
States in September amounted to only 
$41,712,000, the lowest figure for any 
month since mid-1952. 

The decrease of almost $21 million 
from the August level was due in large 
part to sharp reductions in receipts of 
wheat, barley, raw cotton, petroleum 
and petroleum products, iron ore, and 
certain types of machinery and equip- 
ment. Lesser decreases were in im- 
ports of other commodities, notably 
coal and soybeans. Small gains were 
recorded in the import value of hides 
and skins, animal oils, medical and 
pharmaceutical products, and natural 
phosphates. 

Exports to the United States in Sep- 
tember amounted to $23,650,000. The 
decline of almost $7 million from the 
August total was attributable to re- 
ductions in shipments of almost all 
the major commodities generally sold 
to the United States. The greatest re- 
ductions were reported in exports of 
fish and fish products, machinery and 
transportation equipment, and ply- 
wood.—Emb., Tokyo. 





for amortizing these loans, reportedly 
for $6 million and 200 million Argen- 
tine pesos, which were financed by Ar- 
gentina. The notes further provided 
that Argentina, once the debt was con- 
solidated, would supply the necessary 
funds to continue construction work 
on the two projects. 


The most recent developments in 
the Bolivian Government’s program 
for the eastern agricultural lowland 
areas include a reported Japanese 
Government proposal for settling 20,- 
000 families over a period of 10 years 
in the Oriente, and the resettlement 
of a number of families from the alti- 
plano in the Santa Cruz area. 


In addition to the Bolivian Govern- 
ment project for resettling agricul- 
tural labor in the east, consideration 
also is being given to moving surplus 
mine labor—estimated to number ap- 
proximately 6,000 workers in the 
nationalized mines—to agricultural 
areas. 

Agricultural Credit Arranged 

A contract was signed on November 
10 by the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Institute of Interamerican Affairs, the 
Servicio Agricola Interamericano of 
the Federal Operations Administration 
(Inter-American Agricultural Service), 
and the Agricultural Bank, for the 
operation of a system of supervised 
agricultural credit. Counterpart funds 
obtained from the sale of surplus agri- 
cultural commodities supplied under 
the U. S. aid program will be used to 
help finance the program. The initial 
contribution of counterpart funds for 
the program is 160 million bolivianos. 


Egyptian Income 
Study Completed 


Egypt’s national income in 1953 
has been estimated by the Census 
and Statistical Department, Ministry 
a e and: Economy, at E£856,- 
376,000. 


The average income per capita in 
Egypt in 1953 amounted to E£39, or 
$112, as compared with E£17.3 in India, 
E£56.5 in Greece, E£57.5 in Turkey, 
E£106.7 in Italy, E£239.7 in France, 


E£284.2 in England, and E£799 in the 


United States (E£1—US$2.87). 

Egyptian gross national income in 
1953 was divided as follows: Govern- 
ment, E£127,939,000; business, E£708,- 
737,000; and domestic services, E£27,- 
500,000; and totaled E£864,176,000. 
After deducting profits and bonds of 
foreign trade which totaled E£7,800,000, 
the net was E£856,376,000. 

The Government’s income repre- 
sented the profits on productive activi- 
ties, such as railways, telegraphs and 
telephones, postal service, electricity 
and gas, and the revenue coming from 
the general activities of the Govern- 
ment, mainly salaries. 

The sources and amounts of income 
for business were as follows: 


BE OUNO ons < nn stan e dade canans E£272,798,000 
Cotton ginning and pressing .... 2,824,000 
Mines and quarries .............. 2,910,000 
TIONG © in ci nc evdntdadeckbanno 65,876,000 
Electricity, , and water ..... 2,560,000 
Buildings (Government and non- 
IE ort ogee Sudh pine’ Cond 20,326,000 
olesale and retail trade ...... 129,446,000 
Financial and land business 18,146,000 
ew = abd bah vis a0 6 eee eee = yoo 
Te BOs 9 FE. A 
OGD oko cy cnct bo ccusaeaeeh wade 2'851.000 
Sr ORR: 53, 
Simple trades .............ee005. 24,966,000 
TEOUSO SORE. o.cs.cc cc cucu tls seeks 57,686, 
; 108,737,000 
The amount for domestic services 


represented salaries in money or in 
kind paid to servants. . 


The total for profits and bonds of 
foreign trade represented the differ- 
ence between profits and interest paid 
to Egypt and those paid by Egypt. 
As the latter are larger, the difference 
was deducted from the total national 
income. 

Agriculture was the largest source of 
national income, according to this es- 
timate, although it represents only 
about 32 percent of the total national 
income, cotton being about 10 percent 
of total income. 

The estimate of 1953 national in- 
come at E£856 million is not compa- 
rable to previous national income fig- 
ures, as these were based on less 
scientific methods of data compila- 
tion. 

While the foregoing national income 
figures were compiled by the “added” 
value method, another estimate was 
made by the “distributed” shares 
method, and the two methods gave 
almost the same results—Emb., Cairo. 
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Swiss Economic Activities High; 
Labor Tight; Unemployment Low 


Economic activity in Switzerland continued at a 


October. 


high level in 


Unemployment remained negligible despite the customary October in- 
crease, and job openings more than doubled the number of unemployed. 
The value of imports and exports exceeded that for October 1953, and 


terms of trade showed a slight im- 
provement. 

Stock-market prices continued to 
rise. 

High production levels were indi- 
cated by the increase in foreign trade 
over a year ago and the continued 
tight labor supply, although output 
figures are not available. The watch 
industry, one of the few Swiss indus- 
tries operating for the most part be- 
low 1953 levels throughout the first 
8 months of 1954, reported a sizable 
decline in unemployment in Septem- 
tember and a further reduction in 
October. 

Industrial construction and home 
building still are among the chief sup- 
ports of Switzerland’s prosperous 
economy. The number of industrial 
construction projects examined by 
Federal Government inspectors in the 
third quarter of 1954 totaled 638, an 
increase of 33 percent over the cor- 
responding months of 1953. 

Both Swissair and the Swiss Na- 
tional Railways reported more traffic 
in September than in the like month 
of 1953. Swissair carried 61,961 pas- 
sengers, a gain of about 12,000, and 
National Railways had an increase in 
freight as well as in passenger traffic, 
with revenues up correspondingly. 


Foreign Trade Strong 


The value of imports in October 
rose to about 501 million Swiss francs 
from 475 million in September and 
478 million in October 1953. (1 Swiss 
franc=about US$0.233). Although Oc- 
tober exports amounting to 483 million 
francs were below those for the pre- 
ceding month in the amount of 489 
million francs, they showed a consid- 
erable increase over the 476-million- 
franc figure for October 1953. In the 
first 10 months of 1954 imports and 
exports came to 4,554 million and 
4,263 million francs, respectively, com- 
pared with 4,564 million and 4,680 mil- 
lion for the corresponding period of 
1953. 

Switzerland’s terms of trade im- 
proved slightly in October. The import- 
price index declined to 220 from 223 
in September, while the October ex- 
port-price index rose to 248 from 244 
in the preceding month (1938=100). 

Significant gains were registered for 
October exports of pharmaceuticals, 
industrial machinery, and precision in- 
struments. The value of exported dye- 
stuffs came to nearly 30 million francs, 
a high point for recent years. On the 
other hand, exports of watches and 





watch movements valued at about 105 
million francs were approximately 11 
million francs less than for the like 
month of 1953. The principal segments 
of the textile industry also showed 
some decline in exports from Octo- 
ber 1953. 

Although the United States con- 
tinued to be the leading market for 
Swiss products, total exports to that 
country in October dropped to 68 mil- 
lion francs from nearly 69 million 
in September and 82 million in Octo- 
ber 1953. The Federal Republic of 
Germany, Italy, France, Belgium-Lux- 
embourg, the Netherlands, and the 
United Kingdom also imported sizable 
quantities of Swiss goods. Swiss ex- 
ports to Brazil increased substantially 
in October. 

Retail sales in September were 3.7 
percent above the like month of 1953. 
The cost-of-living index rose slightly 
to a postwar high of 172.5 in October 
from 170 in October 1953 (August 
1939-100). Although the wholesale- 
price index for October declined slight- 
ly from the September level to 214.5, 
it remained above the 212 figure of 
October 1953 (August 1939—100). 

Prices for farm products rose slight- 
ly in October, supported to a consid- 
erable extent by the Government’s de- 
cision to increase the price paid farm- 
ers for milk by 0.01 franc a liter, ef- 
fective November 1, 1954, through April 
30, 1955. Inasmuch as prices of goods 
purchased by the Swiss farmer have 
increased less than agricultural prices, 
it was believed that his position prob- 
ably would show some improvement 
throughout the latter part of 1954. 


Labor Shortage Continues 


The labor shortage, a feature of the 
Swiss economy throughout the preced- 
ing months of 1954, continued in Oc- 
tober. The customary October increase 
in unemployment was smaller than 
usual, and at the end of the month 
the number of totally unemployed was 
20 percent below that for October 
1953. Government unemployment of- 
fices reported more than 4,500 unfilled 
positions, whereas the totally unem- 
ployed numbered 1,884. The watch in- 
dustry was the only major field of 


activity in which the unemployed sub- - 


stantially exceeded the number of un- 
filled positions. 

The tightening of the labor market 
has resulted in the employment of a 
larger number of foreign workers and 
an increase in overtime hours. For the 


Le 







first 8 months of 1954, the Gover.) 
ment issued work permits to 1570 
foreign workers, compared with 149. 
000 for the corresponding periog @ 
1953. The amount of overtime in # 
machinery, metallurgical, clothing 
and woodworking industries in 
third quarter increased over the like 
period of 1953. However, overtime 
the textile industry declined. bP 


Stock Market Rises 


Prices of common stocks traded oy 
Swiss security exchanges continued } 
rise in October. U. S. and Canadian 
equities were popular, as were thom 
of Swiss banks, insurance comp 
and industrial concerns, particul 
the large chemical companies. AL® 
though much of the increase appear 
to be based on Switzerland’s induge 
trial and commercial expansion, 
observers hold that yields of bond ig 
sues traded in Switzerland have de 
clined to the point where the relative 
attractiveness of stocks has increased, 

A Swedish Government bond issug 
amounting to 60 million francs wag 
to be offered for public subscription iq 
Switzerland in the latter part of No 
vember. The issue was to be under 
written by a consortium of Swiss 
banks, bear a 334-percent coupon, and 
mature in 15 years.—Emb., Bern. 
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U. S. and Guatemala Sign 
Assistance Agreement 


The Department of State has an- 
nounced the signing of a development 
assistance agreement between the 
United States and Guatemala. 


The agreement sets forth certain 
understandings governing the fur- 
nishing of U. S. economic assistance té 
Guatemala. This is in addition to the 
assistance provided under the techni- 
cal cooperation program, which §&§ 
being carried out pursuant to the Gen- 
eral Agreement for Technical Coop- 
eration, signed in Guatemala City on 
September 1, 1954. 


Under the agreement the United 
States will be able to furnish certain 
extraordinary assistance to Guate- 
mala in accordance with specifi¢ 
project arrangements to be signed by 
the two governments, the State De- 
partment said. Included among the 
specific projects now ready. for signa- 
ture by both governments is the allo- 
cation of approximately $3 million to 
assist the Guatemalan Government to 
complete the important Pacific-slope 
Highway. 

The Foreign Operations Adminis- 
tration and the Department of State 
jointly announced on October 30 that! 





$6,425,000 was being made available to 


Guatemala. Of this, $1,300,000 was to 


be for technical assistance, $1,425,000) 
Inter-American Highway, 


for the 
$500,000 for the Roosevelt Hospital, 


and $3,200,000 for unspecified develo 


ment projects. 
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mad (Continued from Page 3) , 


high-voltage electrical transmission 
lines and switching stations in the 
delta area. 

The 1954-55 productive budget pro- 
yides for expenditures of E£21.4 mil- 
lion on public works, divided as fol- 
lows: E£11.5 million on various irriga- 
tion, drainage, and electrical generat- 
ing schemes; E£5.1 million-on Aswan 
Dam hydro-electrification; E£3 mil- 
lion to start work on the South Cairo 
electric-power station; E£1.6 million 
to continue work on irrigation and 
new land development in the Libera- 
tion Province; and. E£0.2 million to 
continue development of the Wadi 
Natrun Oasis. The preceding year’s 
capital budget figure was E£17.5 mil- 
lion, of which about three-fifths was 
spent. 

Low-Cost Housing Started 


Construction of low-cost housing has 
been started by the Popular Housing 
Co. in cooperation with the Egyptian 
Government. Plans call for construc- 
tion of approximately 6,000. units, of 
three and four rooms, for which the 
Government has supplied £E100,000. 
The Government has guaranteed a 
return of 4 percent on its capital. 


Purchasers for these houses have 
been selected by lot from those who 
previously made application. Terms 
are E£200 down, with monthly pay- 
ments of E£3 each. Houses are 
valued at E£520, E£600, E£640, depend- 
ing upon size. Carrying charges are 
fixed at 54% percent. To effect these 
low valuations, the Government is 
contributing about E£100 to each 
house, in addition to making land fa- 
cilities available. 

School construction is primarily the 
responsbility of an independent Gov- 
ernment agency, the Foundation for 
the Construction of Schools. Its 
budget calls for “new works” expendi- 
tures of E£4.5 million in 1954-55, a 
decrease of about 30 percent from the 
amount which had been planned for 
expenditures in the preceding fiscal 
However, actual expenditures 
were only about one-half of planned 
disbursements. 


Cotton Estimate Lowered 


At the end of the third quarter, pre- 
dictions on the size of the 1954-55 cot- 
ton crop were more pessimistic than 
earlier ones. Cotton pests had done 
severe damage in Lower Egypt; some 
water normally used for cotton in the 
delta had been diverted to the rice 
crop, and the highest Nile flood in 
over 50 years had caused considerable 
damage in the delta. 

The official estimate of planting for 
1954 was 1,579,000 feddans (1 feddan= 
1,038 acres), an increase of 19 percent 
Over the preceding year. This acreage 
Was divided into 550,000 Karnak cotton; 
443,000 Giza 30; 363,000 Ashmouni; and 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Dollar Amount of New Drafts on Latin 
American Importers Highest in 7 Months 


The dollar amount of new drafts 
drawn by U. S. exporters on Latin 
American importers during November 
was the highest in 7 months, the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank of New York has 
reported in its monthly survey of the 
draft experience of 15 large commer- 
cial banks. 


November drawings totaled $46.9 
million, or $3.3 million above the pre- 
ceding month. New drawings on Bo- 
livia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and 
Peru rose substantially, while those on 
Colombia registered the first decrease 
since June., Six other Latin Ameri- 
can countries recorded declines. 

For the second consecutive month, 
the 15 banks reported an increase in 
Latin American draft indebtedness as 
new drawings exceeded drafts paid. 
Aggregate draft indebtedness rose $7.5 
million, to $135.7 million. As in Octo- 
ber, Colombia accounted for most of 
the rise, but Bolivia, Mexico, Panama, 
and Venezuela also showed major in- 
creases. Brazil’s draft indebtedness 


decreased for the fourth consecutive 
month. 

The dollar amount of drafts paid by 
Latin American countries and routed 
through the reporting banks totaled 
$39.4 million, $2.3 million above Octo- 
ber. Noticeably higher payments were 
made by Ecuador, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Peru; and Venezuela. Brazil and Co- 
lombia were among the seven coun- 
tries whose payments declined. 

The outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
reporting banks in favor of U. S. ex- 
porters decreased $3.9 million during 
the month, to $149.3 million. A $4.2- 
million decline occurred in letters of 
credit outstanding against Brazil. For 
Latin American countries excluding 
Brazil, letters of credit outstanding 
fose for the sixth consecutive month, 
and on November 30 totaled $115.3 
million. Sizable increases were re- 
ported for Mexico, Paraguay, and 
Venezuela. Substantial declines were 
recorded for Bolivia, Chile, Cuba, and 
Uruguay. 





37,000 other. The carryover on Sep- 
tember 1 was 1,672,000 cantars (1 can- 
tar—99.05 pounds), 52 percent less than 
a year ago; 838,000 Karnak; 340,000 
Giza 30; 363,000 Ashmouni; .131,000 
other, including “scarto.” Of the cot- 
ton exports, five countries—India, 
France, United Kingdom, Western 
Germany, and Italy—took 61 percent 
by quantity, the United States buying 
only 4.4 percent. : 


1954 Rice Crop Up 

The 1954 rice crop has not been esti- 
mated officially, but it is believed to 
be between 507,000 and 520,000 tons 
of milled rice, which would exceed the 
1953 crop by 73,000 tons. The Council 
of Ministers has authorized the free 
circulation and transport of rice and 
the simplification of export facilities 
within the limits of 150,000 tons. 


The Ministry of Finance has author- 
ized payment for exported rice in the 
currency of the importing country 
rather than necessarily in hard cur- 
rency. If the exportation is effected 
in sterling, dollars, or German marks, 
the exporter may keep all the pro- 
ceeds for use in making imports 
through import entitlement account 
procedures. 


Because the 1954 wheat crop of 
1,634,000 metric tons is considered the 
largest in the last 50 years, it was 
decided not to impose minimum wheat 
planting requirements for the 1955 
crop, which probably will not be as 
high as that of this year. 

The Egyptian Government, the 
Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields, Ltd. (Shell), 
and the Socony-Vacuum Oil of Egypt 
signed a development lease covering 


the Ras Matarma field in the Sinai 
Peninsula on Sepember 6. Oil was 
found in this area several years ago, 
but its development was held up pend- 
ing an overall settlement on various 
matters in dispute between the Gov- 
ernment and the oil companies. Two 
decree-laws passed last April author- 
ized the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry to enter into a development 
contract with these companies for the 
Ras Matarma field and to sign pros- 
pecting licenses for 61 areas in the 
Eastern Desert and Sinai Peninsula. 


The Government Refinery at Suez 
brought its new crude distillation unit 
into use in September, enabling the 
plant to process about 4,500 metric 
tons of crude oil a day. The produc- 
tive budget of 1954-55 carries expen- 
ditures of E£1 million for completion 
of the refinery expansion and E£1.5 
million for work on the Suez-Cairo 
black products pipeline. 


Imports of petroleum products from 
the U.S. S. R. and Rumania continued, 
under the Egyptian agreements with 
those countries. In the period from 
April through September, about 170,- 
000 metric tons arrived out of a Tre- 
ported total of 350,000 tons to come 
by March 1955.—Emb., Cairo. 





Italian mill consumption of cotton 
amounted to 872,000 bales of 500 
pounds gross in August-July 1953-54, 
or about. 1 percent more than the 
860,000 bales consumed in the preced- 
ing year. 

Imports during this period, however, 
declined about 4 percent from 773,000 
bales in 1952-53 to 744,000 bales in 
1953-54.—Cons. Gen., Milan. 
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World Bank Lends $5 Million for 


Farm Development. in Colombia 


The World Bank, in participation with the Bank of the Manhattan 
Co. and the First National Bank of Boston, has made a loan of $5 
million to finance imports of tractors and other farm equipment 


into Colombia. 


The loan will make it possible to continue the mechanization and 


consequent expansion of farm produc- 
tion at the accelerated rate which has 
prevailed in Colombia since 1950, the 
bank said. 

The Bank of the Manhattan Co. is 
participating in the loan to the extent 
of $2 million, representing the first 
four maturities falling due semi- 
annually in 1957 and 1958. The First 
National Bank of Boston is participat- 
ing to the extent of $1 million, rep- 
resenting the fifth and sixth maturi- 
ties falling due in 1959. Both banks 
are participating in the loan without 
the World Bank’s guarantee. 

The borrower is the Caja de Credito 
Agrario, Industrial y Minero, an au- 
tonomous official credit institution. 
The Caja has nearly 200 branches 
which provide credit and banking 
facilities to rural communities and 
sell agricultural supplies. The activi- 
ties of the Caja have grown steadily 
in recent years and it is now one 
of the most important agencies in 
Colombia for promoting the develop- 
ment and expansion of agriculture, 
the World Bank pointed out. 


Earlier Loan Made 

This is the second loan which the 
bank has made to the Caja for pur- 
chases of agricultural machinery. A 
loan of $5 million in August 1949 paid 
for the import of nearly 1,000 medium, 
light and heavy tractors with auxiliary 
equipment. Funds received by the 
Caja from the sale of this machinery 
were used to establish a revolving fund 
which financed the import of nearly 
2,000 additional tractors. These trac- 
tor imports by the Caja were some- 
what greater than the total number of 
tractors estimated to be in operating 
condition in Colombia at the time the 
loan was made, and accounted for 
about half of all tractor imports in 
the years 1950 through 1953. 

The new loan will pay for the import 
of tractors, spare parts, tools, and 
other repair and maintenance equip- 
ment. As under the first loan, the 
Caja will place orders for the ma- 
chinery on behalf of established dis- 
tributors, who will sell the machinery 
at a reasonable price to farmers, co- 
operatives, and others engaged in 
agriculture. 

The funds which the Caja receives 
from the sale of the machinery will 
be placed in the revolving fund to 


(Continued on Page 14) 





Tanganyika Sets Up 
Water Supply Scheme 


The provision of a piped water sup- 
ply to the greater part of the Newala 
District of the Southern Province of 
Tanganyika has been undertaken by 
the Tanganyika government in Brit- 
ish East Africa. 

An unusual feature is that the in- 
habitants of this area—the Wama- 
konde tribe—are to pay for the proj- 
ect through the purchase of shares in 
the water-development corporation, 
known as the Major Makonde Water 
Scheme, set up specifically for this 
purpose. 

The bill providing for the corpora- 
tion, whose function will be to pro- 
vide a domestic and commercial water 
supply to the Makonde Plateau, was 
passed on December 2, 1954. Under 
this law, the Governor - in - Council 
may impose a rate of presumably 10 
shillings a year (US$1.40) on all male 
adult persons living in the Newala 
District. Any person paying this rate 
will receive one share in the under- 
taking. In this way the local popula- 
tion will be associated directly with 
the scheme and have an interest in 
its operation. 

Further details are contained in a 
press release issued by the Public Re- 
lations Department of the Tanganyi- 
ka government, entitled “Tanganyika 
Tribe May Invest in Big Water 
Scheme.” Loan copies of this release 
are available from the Near East and 
African Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C.—Cons., 
Dae es Salaam. 





Ethiopian Foreign Trade 
Shows Increase in 1954 


Ethiopia’s foreign trade continued 
to rise during the Ethiopian calendar 
year 1954—the 12 months ended Sep- 
tember 9, 1954. 

Preliminary trade data just issued 
show imports reached a total of 
Eth$153,482,890 (Eth$1—US$0.4025) as 
compared with Eth$137,840,917 in 1953, 
while exports amounted to Eth$174.,- 
025,819 in 1954 as compared with 
Eth$158,554,853. 

Coffee reportedly accounted for 64.6 
percent of all exports as compared 
with 52 percent in 1953.—Emb., Addis 
Ababa. 
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Commerce Official on 
ECAFE Subcommittee 


Eugene M. Braderman, Director, Pag’ 
Eastern Division, Bureau of Foreign” 
Commerce, Department of Commerce, 
has been designated U. S. Representa. 
tive to the first session of the Sub.” 
committee on Trade of the Committee 
on Industry and Trade of the Uniteg” 
Nations Economic Commission fog] 
Asia and the Far East (ECAFE). The 
meeting is being held at Hong Kong 
from January 6 to 12. 

Mr. Braderman is being assisted by 
the following advisers: Charles [, 
Hodge, Office of €hinese Affairs, De. 
partment of State; Ralph H. Hunt, 
American Consulate General, Hong 
Kong; and C. Philip Clock, American” 
Consulate General, Singapore. 

At fts sixth session at Kandy, Ceylon, 
January 26-February 4, 1954, the Com. 
mittee on Industry and Trade con.’ 
cluded that, while two trade promo- 
tion conferences which had been held 
under the auspices of ECAFE had 
laid a valuable foundation for trade 
promotion activities in the region, 
there was need for a standing sub- 
sidiary organ to insure regular and 
thorough examination of trade prob- 
lems at a technical level. 

It consequently established the Sub- 
committee on Trade with the following 
terms of reference: 


eTo review the trade and commer- 
cial policies of the countries of the 
region and to promote the develop 
ment of interregional and intrare- 
gional trade, with a view to assisting 
the economic development of the 
countries of the region; 

eTo review the progress made by 
the countries of the region in the de-¥ 
velopment of techniques and methods 
for trade promotion, including thé 
training of trade promotion personnel; 

eTo study other problems affecting 
international trade, such as price sta- 
bilization of commodities, commercial 
arbitration, market research, and 
freight rates, having due regard to 
the work being done in these fields 
by the United Nations and other inter- 
national agencies. 


The provisional agenda for the 
forthcoming meeting provides for @ 
review of the trade promotion activi- 
ties of the ECAFE Secretariat, a re 
view of current trade developments, 
and the presenation and discussion of 
statements by the various delegations 
on the trade and commercial policies, 
bilateral trade agreements, barter ar- 
rangements, quotas, and licensing pro- 
cedures of their respective countries 
Special study will be made of ques- 
tions relating to the market analysis of 
hides and skins for Asia and the Faf 
East, commercial arbitration facilities, 
and standardization in the ECAFS 
region. The participants will adopt @ 
program of work for the subcommitteé 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Import Duty on Wool 
Gloves Unchanged 


In the report on the “escape clause” 
investigation with respect to wool 
gloves and mittens and linings for 
them, made public on December 28, 
1954, the majority of the Tariff Com- 
missioners found that imports were 
not causing or threatening serious in- 
jury to the domestic industry. 

The Commission therefore made no 
recommendation to the President for 
the withdrawal or modification of the 
tariff concessions on these articles 
granted in the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade. 

While one member of the Commis- 
sion expressed the opinion that in- 
creased imports were causing serious 
injury to domestic industry, the other 
five came to the conclusion that an 
overall view of the basic conditions 
and trends in the industry does not 
reveal a situation which would war- 
rant such a finding. The recent reces- 
sion in domestic production from the 
abnormally high levels of 1951 and 
1952, they declare, is clearly due pri- 
marily to factors other than imports 
and, in any case, is of too short a 
duration to be regarded as evidencing 
a trend. 


Military Orders Cut 


The reduced sales of domestic gloves 
in 1953 are attributed to the excep- 
tionally mild autumn weather that 
year, and to the sharp cutback in 
orders for the Armed Forces. Those 
orders, which were placed exclusively 
with domestic producers, had stimu- 
lated temporarily an unusual expan- 
sion of the domestic industry. The 


virtual stoppage of Government or-. 


ders in 1954 and the large carryover 
from 1953 are declared mainly re- 
sponsible for the current depressed 
level of domestic production, which is 


(Continued on Page 14) 





Fees on Munitions Licenses 
Postponed for Three Months 


A schedule of fees for the licensing 
of munitions imports and exports, 
planned to be effective January 1, 1955, 
will not be in force until April 1, 1955, 
the Department of State has an- 
nounced. The change is made to al- 
low more time for the public to ex- 
press itself on the proposed schedule, 
the State Department said. 

The schedule of fees provides for 
& variable charge based on the li- 
censed shipments ranging from $1 for 
a licensed shipment of $100 to $80 for 
& licensed shipment of $100,000 and 
over (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 
13, 1954, p. 11). No charge is made 
for licenses covering shipments 
amounting to less than $100 in value. 


January 10, 1955 


Export Controls Eased on More Items 
For Hong Kong; Selenium Quotas Set 


Exporters now may ship more than 
35 additional commodities to Hong 
Kong without applying for individual 
export licenses, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 

The items added to the list of non- 
strategic commodities which may be 
exported under general license GHK 
without prior application to BFC in- 
clude certain druggist’s rubber sun- 
dries and rubber clothing, such as 
atomizer bulbs, bath sponges and 
sprays, aprons, bathing shoes and 
suits, infants’ bibs and pants; unman- 
ufactured wood and sawmill products, 
except Port Orford cedar; certain 
leather dressings; liquid and plastic 
bituminous coatings; and pearl lac- 
quers. 

In another action, BFC removed 
certain items from the list of com- 
modities which may be shipped to 
Hong Kong under general license. The 
items now requiring individual export 
licenses for shipment to Hong Kong 
are: Pyroxylin coated or impregnated 


U. S. Ends Ban on 
Mexican Livestock 


Permission to resume normal im- 
ports of cattle and other livestock 
from northern Mexico was announced 
by the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture on December 31, 1954. 

This action was possible because of 
the eradication of the outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease in Mexico. 
Instructions are being issued to field 
representatives of the Agricultural Re- 
search Service in charge of animal in- 
spection activities along the Mexican 
border, which will open the borders to 
imports under inspection. 

The Department of Agriculture ad- 
vised persons interested in making 
imports of cattle, sheep, and goats 
from the northern States of Mexico to 
make prior application for import per- 
mits to the local representatives of the 
Agricultural Research Service at des- 
ignated ports of entry. District offices 
are located at Fort Worth, El Paso, and 
Phoenix. 


Since May 23, 1953, all imports of 
Mexican cattle, and their fresh, 
chilled, or frozen meats, had been 
prohibited by the Department of Agri- 
culture as a result of a local outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease in the State 
of Veracruz. The new announcement 
lifting the ban follows the receipt of a 
favorable report and recommendation 
of the joint Mexican-United States 
Commission, which has just concluded 
a complete review of the program 
for the eradication of the disease in 
Mexico. 





fabrics treated with or containing 
Tefion, Kel-F, or CF 3 (Schedule B 
Nos. 391500 and 391790); fluorescent 
ready-mixed paints, stains, and en- 
amels (B No. 843800); fountain and 
ball-type pen parts containing iridium 
or ruthenium (B Nos. 930310 through 
939900). ‘ 


Selenium Export Quotas Set 

BFC has also announced that a 
first-quarter 1955 export quota of 
6,000 pounds has been established for 
selenium. The quota, which is the 
same as that established for the fourth 
quarter of 1954, applies to the follow- 
ing selenium commodities: Powder 
(Schedule B No. 619159), metal, except 
selenium-bearing scrap materials (B 
No. 664998), salts of organic com- 


(Continued on Page 14) 





Tax Convention With 
Germany Ratified | 


The income-tax convention between 
the United States and the Federal Re- 
public of Germany has been 
into force by virtue of an exchange of 
instruments of ratification at Bonn 
on December 20, 1954. 

The provisions of the convention 
follow in general the pattern of in- 
come-tax conventions between the 
United States and a number of other 
countries. It is designed to remove an 
undesirable impediment to interna- 
tional trade and economic develop- 
ment by doing away as far as possible 
with double taxation on the same in- 
come. 

In the United States the provisions 
of the convention establishing rules 
for avoidance of double taxation and 
for administrative cooperation apply . 
only to Federal taxes and do not apply 
to imposition of taxes by the States, 
the District of Columbia, or the Ter- 
ritories or Possessions of the United 
States. In the Federal Republic of 
Germany the convention applies to 
the income tax; corporation tax, and 
the, Berlin emergency contribution 

(Notopfer). 

Under its terms the convention is 
effective for taxable years beginning 
on or after the first day of the calendar 
year in which the exchange of ratifi- 
cation takes place, namely, January 
1, 1954. 

The Convention for the Avoidance 
of Double Taxation with Respect to 
Taxes on Income was signed at Wash- 
ington on July 22, 1954. On August 
20, 1954, the Senate gave its advice 
and consent to ratification of the 
convention, and the President ratified 
it on September 22, 1954, 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





W. Germany Passes 
Tax Reduction Bill 


The Parliament in Western Ger- 
many has approved a tax reform bill 
covering both a simplification of the 
tax structure and a substantial tax 
reduction which will reduce annual 
revenue by 2.8 billion German marks, 
or US$700 million. Tax reductions will 
go into effect January 1, 1955. 

The new law allows considerably 
more reduction in taxes than was pro- 
posed by the Finance Minister in the 
spring of 1954. The income tax ceiling, 
which was 94 percent in 1949 and is 
now 70 percent, will be lowered again 
to 55 percent and the allowances for 
dependents increased. Bonuses to 
workers for night and holiday work 
are tax exempt, and professional 
workers are granted a special deduc- 
tion of either 1,200 German marks, 
or US$285, or 5 percent of their pro- 
fessional income, whichever is the 
smaller figure. The first 12,000 marks, 
or US$2,850, earned by journalists, 


scholars, and business agents will be 
exempt from turnover tax. 


Capital Market Encouraged 


The present bill extends financial 
features designed to encourage the 
capital market. The corporation tax 
is reduced from 60 to 45 percent, and 
the special rate on distributed profits 
of 30 percent is maintained. Funds 
which are kept in savings accounts 
without withdrawal for 10 years are 
deductible from taxable income. 

The permission granted to exporters 
to form tax-free reserves out of ex- 
port proceeds has been rescinded; on 
the other hand, the special deductions 
allowed to them will be increased for 
the calendar year 1955 to 3.3 percent 
of the exports on semifinished goods 
and 3.8 percent on finished goods. 

Public utilities, gas, water, electric- 
ity, and heating have been exempted 
from the turnover tax. Inheritance 
tax rates will be cut back to the 1934 
level, resulting in an anticipated 
yearly loss of about 30 million Ger- 
man marks, or US$7 million. 

The tax law does not reform the 
tax system fundamentally as it. was 
expected to do, and many of the spe- 
cial clauses and exemptions in the 
complicated German tax structure re- 
main. The 2.8-billion-mark reduction 
in revenue is large, as compared with 
the reduction resulting from the pre- 
vious tax reform in December 1953 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 
3, 1953, p. 14), which amounted to 
about 600 million German marks, or 
US$150 million. 


Michigan Firm Gets 


Investment Guaranty 


The Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion has insured an American manu- 
facturer—the Clark Equipment Co. 
of Buchanan, Mich.—who has an in- 
terest in a French firm against in- 
ability to convert investment receipts 
into dollars. 


The insured investor will manufac- 
ture materials handling equipment in 
France for domestic and export sales. 


The Clark Co., whose Industrial 
Truck Division is a producer of fork 
trucks, straddle carriers, and other 
materials handling equipment, owns a 
substantial interest in the French 
transportation equipment firm of Les 
Ateliers de Strasbourg, FOA said. Un- 
der an agreement initiated 3 years 
ago, Clark will furnish technical in- 
formation, engineering data, and li- 
censes to the firm. The firm will pay 
Clark royalties on all equipment sold 
during the 10-year life of the agree- 
ment. 


To cover receipts on its investment 
in the capital stock of the French 
firm and anticipated royalty pay- 
ments, the U. S. company has pur- 
chased an FOA “convertibility” insur- 
ance contract totaling $479,250. The 
guaranty assures Clark that the U. 8S. 
Government will protect it against 
loss should it have difficulty getting 
its money out because of exchange 
and currency restrictions. 

Clark Equipment Co. is the first in 
its field to enter into an insurance 
agreement with FOA. Insurance pro- 
tection of this sort, available also to 
cover losses because of expropriation or 
confiscation, is granted by FOA under 
authority of Congress as one phase of 
the Government’s continuing program 
to encourage a larger flow of private 
capital to the countries of the free 
world. Officially known as “conver- 
tibility” and “expropriation” insur- 
ance, the two types of protection are 
designed to,remove the two chief wor- 
ries which have sometimes troubled 





Egyptian Bank Raises 


Guaranty Total 


The Banco Italo-Egiziano in 
Egypt has been authorized by 
the Ministry of Finance of 
Egypt to increase the total of 
letters of guaranty toward the 
Government of Egypt, which it 
issues, from E£1 million to E£2 
million. 

This action will enable the 
bank to handle more business in 
connection with Government 
purchases.—Emb. Cairo. 




















prospective American investors 
abroad—the fear of being unable “tg - 
bring their money home” and of prop. ™ 
erty loss resulting from expropriation 
or confiscation by a foreign govern. © 
ment ] 

The Clark contract is the 68th guar. 
anty contract negotiated under the 
FOA investment guaranty program. 
FOA has considerably simplified rules 
for the insurance in a move to stim- 
ulate further the flow of investment” 
capital abroad. 





Swiss Producers Granted 
Higher Prices for Milk 


The Swiss Federal Council granted 
domestic milk producers a_ speciaj 
“winter price supplement” of 1 Swiss 
centime (about US$0.0023) a liter of 
fresh commercial milk, effective No- 
vember 1, 1954, through April 30, 1955, 
The increase is in the form of a Goy- 
ernment subsidy. It temporarily re. 
stores the decrease of 1 centime 4° 
liter in the price paid producers for 
milk, which was ordered by the Swiss 
Government, effective May 1, 1954. 

Among the reasons given by the 
Swiss Government for the increase 
are the 2.1-percent decline in deliver= 
ies of fresh milk between September 
1953 and September 1954 and the ex-” 
pectation that deliveries during the 
winter of 1953-54 will be 5 percent 
below those for the like period of the 
preceding year. : 

Swiss milk consumption during thé 
third quarter of 1954 also increased 
over the corresponding months of 
1953, reversing a previous downtrend, 
—Emb., Bern. 





Israel Names Members of 
State Bank Committees 


The Israeli Cabinet named the mems= 
bers of the Advisory Committee and 
Advisory Council of the Bank of Israel, 
as required by law, on November 29) 
1954. 4 

The Advisory Committee is required” 
to meet once a fortnight to deal with 
problems on which the Governor of 
the Bank must consult it. The Ad 
visory Council, which meets once @ 
month, provides a forum for spokes= 
men of various economic groups . 
interests in the country, and as @ 
means of contact between the Bank) 
and these special groups——Emb., 
Aviv. 


bank appeared in Foreign Commercé) 
Weekly, of September 20, 1954, page 187) 





Olive-oil production in the Middlé 
East may approximate 75,000 tons 
with Turkey accounting for possibly 
60,000, the Foreign Agricultural Se 
ice reports. 


Details concerning the new State 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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French Firms To Exhibit 
Products in U. S. Cities 


Two French product exhibits are 
announced for January 10 to February 
3, 1955, at the Statler Hotel in New 
York City. The first exposition will 
present lingerie and accessory arti- 
cles; the second will show samples of 
French handicrafts, concentrating on 
articles for home and for gift pur- 


poses. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from Mr. R. D’Albis. Director 
French Expositions, Inc., Room 414, 
610 Fifth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y. 


Fifteen French firms will participate 
in the French section of the China- 
Glass and Pottery Show being held 
in the Carlton House, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
January 4-12, 1955. 

The majority of firms participating 
in this fair also will show their wares 
at the Southeastern China, Glass and 
Gift Show scheduled for January 17- 
20, 1955, at Atlanta, Ga. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from French Expositions, Inc., 
Room 414, 610 Fifth Avenue, New York 
20, N. Y. 


Ghent Fair in 1955 To 
Add Special Exhibits 


The 1955 International Fair of 
Ghent, Belgium, scheduled September 
10-25, will include three special dis- 
plays in addition to the customary 
type of exhibits. 

These special displays will be in 
graphic arts and related industries, 
the first of a quinquennial interna- 
tional photographic and cinemato- 
graphic exhibit, and a quinquennial 
display of laboratory equipment. A 
congress will be organized coincident 
with the last-named display, the 
theme of which will be Laboratories 
at the Service of Humanity. 

Visitors in attendance at the 1954 
Ghent Fair were reported to reach 
458,000, of which 17,000 were from 36 
foreign countries. 








Dominican Republic Plans 
To Erect Fair Buildings 


Ground was broken on December 16, 
1954, at Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican 
Republic, for the construction of 
buildings for the International Fair 
Scheduled to be held December 20, 
1955, to February 27, 1956. Contracts 
estimated to cost $2,450,000 have been 
awarded for five permanent buildings. 

The Government of Thailand is re- 
ported to have accepted an invitation 
to participate in the fair, bringing to 
five the number of countries that so 
80 far have accepted. 


January 10, 1955 








BFC’s new 
World Trade Information Service 


Four series of reports on specific countries 


}Part 1—Economic Reports 


Basic information on the general 
economy . . . economic deyelop- 
ments .. . how to establish a busi- 
ness ... the insurance situation. 


}Part 2—Operations Reports 


Preparing shipments . . . licensing 
and exchange controls . . . mark- 
ing and labeling requirements . . . 
pharmaceutical regulations . . . 
pure food regulations . . . travel- 
ers’ baggage regulations . . . im- 
port tariff system .. . patent and 
trademark regulations. 


}Part 3—Statistical Reports 


Statistics on U. S. trade with 
foreign countries . . . total export 
and import trade of the United 
States on a monthly basis . . . for- 
eign trade of the countries of 
the world. 


}Part 4—Utilities Abroad 


Developments in shipping . . . 
railways ... aviation . . . highways 
... electric power. 





World Trade Information Service 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for the following Part(s) of the World 
Trade Information Service. 


O Part 1—Economic Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $8.50). 
O Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $8.50). 
O Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $7.50). 
0 Part 4—Utilities Abroad. $3 a year (foreign, $4.00). 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washingten 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the 
Treasurer of the United States. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Germany Changes Export System 


Simplified regulations for West Ger- 
man exports pertaining to procedures 
controlling terms of payment, export 
proceeds, customs clearance, and the 
establishment of consignment stores 
went into effect on December 1, 1954. 

Although these new provisions, is- 
sued in Foreign Trade Circulars Nos. 
88/54 and 89/54, introduce some modi- 
fications which will simplify proce- 
dures, in general the German system 
of exportation remains relatively 
complex. 

Whereas payment terms set by ex- 
porters beyond certain limits formerly 
had to be approved by the Land Eco- 
nomics Ministry, the only stipulation 
now made is that the agreed terms 
are not to be more favorable than is 
“customary” in trade with the pur- 
chasing country—a change that gives 
the exporter greater freedom. 


The Land Central Banks, instead of 
the foreign trade banks, now will con- 
trol export proceeds, and thus bank 
fees will be reduced for the exporter. 
Exports valued at less than 1,000 Ger- 
man marks ($238) no longer need be 
reported to the Land Central Banks. 


Customs clearance is facilitated in 
that the preliminary examination of 
export documents, which formerly had 
to be made 2 days before packing or 
loading, is abolished. The examination 
required for some types of exports 
now is to be made by the Interior Cus- 
toms Office at the same time the ex- 
amination of the export documents is 
undertaken. In addition, the number 
of required copies of export declara- 
tion forms is reduced from eight to 
four copies. 


The establishment of consignment 
stores abroad by German exporters 
no longer requires the approval of the 
Land Ministry for Economics but only 





Used Trucks Put on Iran's 
List of Prohibited Imports 


Used trucks no longer may be im- 
ported into Iran, as a result of the 
expiration on November 9, 1954, of a 
governmental decree which allowed 
such -vehicles to be imported under 
certain conditions. 


Used trucks already in Iranian 
Customs, however, may be cleared for 
importation. 


Upon expiration of this decree, 
which is not expected to be renewed, 
all used vehicles were included in 
Iran’s list of prohibited imports.— 
Emb., Tehran. 

The conditions under which used 
trucks formerly were permitted im- 
port into Iran were given in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly July 26, 1954, page 
9, and November 2, 1954, page 13. 
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confirmation by that agency of the 
maximum value agreed upon in the 
consignment contract. Report of what 
has been sold out of stores must be 
made only semiannually, instead of 
monthly as under the previous law. 

A certificate of approval and an ac- 
counting certificate still are required 
for some commodities. 





Mexico Raises Duties 
On Imported Autos 


Mexico has increased its import 
duties on assembled automobiles and 
knocked-down. units for assembly in 
Mexico and completely revised the 
tariff classifications for such vehicles, 
by a decree effective December 11, 
1954, and published in the Diario Ofi- 
cial of December 10. 

Heaters and air-conditioners in- 
stalled in automobiles are made duti- 
able separately, as are also tools over 
the standard allotment, consisting of 
pump, jack, one set of open-end 
wrenches, one hammer, and two screw- 
drivers. Separate duties already were 
levied on radios. 

Official valuations were established 
for virtually all known makes of au- 
tomobiles by model, under a Ministry 
of Finance circular published on the 
same date. 

The new tariff classifications cover- 
ing assembled automobiles and the 
duties therefor are as follows (1 peso 
—=US$0.08) : 


9.52.00, Automobiles of all kinds for trans- 
portation of up to 10 persons, having an official 
valuation of up to 24,000 pesos. Duty: 600 
pesos each plus 40 percent ad valorem for 
vehicles with an official valuation of up to 
7,000 pesos, the ad valorem rate increasing by 
14% percent for each 1,000-peso increase in 
Official valuation up to 24,000 pesos; vehicles 
with a 24,000-peso valuation bear an ad valorem 
rate of 65.5 percent. 

9.52.01, Automobiles of all kinds for trans- 
portation of up to 10 persons, having an offi- 
cial valuation of over 24,000 pesos but not 
exceeding 30,000 pesos. Duty: 1,300 pesos each 
plus 70 percent ad valorem for vehicles with 
an Official valuation of over 24,000 and up to 
25,000 pesos, the ad valorem rate increasing 
by 1% percent for each 1,000-peso increase 
in Official valuation up to 30,000 pesos; vehicles 
with a 30,000-peso valuation bear an ad 
valorem rate of 77.5 percent. 


9.52.02, Automobiles of all kinds for trans- 
portation of up to 10 persons, having an 
official valuation of over 30,000 but not exceed- 
ing 40,000 pesos. Duty: 5,000 pesos each plus 
80 percent ad valorem for vehicles with an 
official valuation of over 30,000 and up to 
31,000 pesos, the ad valorem rate increasing 
by 1 percent for each 1,000-peso increase in 
official valuation up to 40,000 pesos; vehicles 
with a 40,000-peso valuation bear an ad 
valorem rate of 89 percent. 

9.52.03, Automobiles of all kinds for the 
transportation of up to 10 persons, with an 
official valuation of over 40,000 Duty: 
7,000 pesos each plus 90 percent ad valorem 
for vehicles with an official valuation of over 
40,000 and up to 41,000 pesos, the ad valorem 
rate increasing by 1 percent for each 1,000- 
peso increase in official valuation. 


Duties on knocked-down units for 
assembly in Mexico, payable when the 
finished assembled car leaves the 


Sudan Eases Terms : 
Of Export Sales 


The Sudan, to encourage sales to Ey. 
ropean countries in which credit terms 
usually are demanded, reportedly hag 
amended its exchange-control regulg. 
tions so as to permit shipments # 
France, Italy, and Spain under credit 
terms of up to 90 days. 

Sudanese exporters have been i. 
formed that provided normal condj- 
tions are complied with approval of 
applications for such shipments wil] 
not be withheld. Unless special cir) 
cumstances prevail, however, approval 
is likely to be withheld for sdles ip 
these three countries with over # 
days’ credit or to sales in all othe 
countries under terms other than pay- | 
ment at sight. 

Official opinion is that to sell Suday 
cotton on extended credit terms lower 
its sale price and therefore should bh 
avoided. p 

For the three countries, however, 
up to 90 days’ credit is considered the 
normal practice of the trade ands 
therefore export on such terms § 
permissible. 





a 


plant, range from 50 pesos each ply 
7 percent ad valorem for vehicles with 
an Official valuation of up to 5,08 
pesos, to 400 pesos each plus 30 percent 
ad valorem for those with an official 
valuation of up to 39,000 pesos, For 
automobiles with an official valuation 
of over 39,000 pesos the ad valorem 
rate increases by 0.5 percent for each 
1,000-peso increase in valuation. 
Radios, heaters, and air-conditioner 
are classified and dutiable as follows; 
9.56.23, Radio apparatus incorporated int 


automobiles of all kinds, assembled in the 
country or abroad, 50 pesos each. } 


9.56.24, Cooling systems for artificial climate | 
installed in automobiles of all kinds assembled 
in the country or abroad, 200 pesos each. 


9.56.25, Heating systems for artificial cli 
installed in automobiles of all kinds assem 
in the country or abroad, 100 pesos each. 

Formerly assembled automobile 
having an invoice value or official vale 
uation of up to 25,000 pesos were dutl 
able at 2,000 pesos each plus 40 per 
cent ad valorem; those with an im 
voice value or official valuation d@) 
over 25,000 pesos but not excee 
40,000 pesos were dutiable at 3,08 
pesos each plus 70 percent ad valorem) 
those valued at over 40,000 peso) 
but not exceeding 55,000 pesos paid 1 
a duty of 6,000 pesos each plus #7} 
percent ad valorem; and those valued} 
at over 55,000 pesos were dutiable at | 
10,000 pesos each plus 100 percent ad} 
valorem. : 





Greece expects 125,000 tons of olive 
oil from the 1954 olive crop, possibly) 
one of the largest outturns on record 
for an “off” year, the Foreign Agricul 
tural Service reports. q 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Greece Frees Entry 
Of Some Machinery 


Some types of machinery and 
equipment have been removed from 
Greece’s list of machinery subject to 
import licensing, under a joint deci- 
sion of the Ministers of Commerce 
and Industry of December 2, 1954. 


The following equipment therefore 
now may be imported into Greece free 
of quantitative and other restrictions 
and without prior approval of the 
Council of Industry: 


Incubators and mills for poultry 
feed; mixing-pounding-drying ma- 
chinery for dyes; fans, ventilators, 
bellows of all types. 

Gasoline pumping meters, manu- 
ally operated; resin distilling equip- 
ment; hay-pressing and paper-press- 
ing machinery of all types; tanning 
machinery in general, that is, barrels, 
polishing machinery, drawing ma- 
chinery, shaving machinery, etc. 

Marble-cutting disks, coated and 
uncoated; corn shellers of all types; 
cotton linter machinery; extractors 
of all types; seed cleaners, manually 
operated; closing machinery for can- 
ning industry. 

Air-conditioning machinery in gen- 
eral; polishing stones for mosaic floors 
and marbles; hydraulic presses for 
flannels, hosiery, etc., with pumps; sul- 
fur oil manufacturing machinery in 
general; moisteners.—Emb., Athens. 


Items listed as requiring import li- 
censes before this machinery and 
equipment .were freed appeared in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 29, 
1954, page 12. 





Brazil Puts Renegotiated 
GATT Duties in Effect 


Reduced Brazilian import duties on 
oatmeal, earthenware for household 
uses, and chassis for ambulances, 
trucks, and buses have now been put 
into effect. 


The Brazilian tariff items affected 
and new rates of duties now applying 
are: 

No. 245, Oat flour, 0.85 cruzeiro per legal 
kilogram. 


No. 625, Sugar bowls, basins, etc.: 1, Earthen- 
Ware, 2.80 cruzeiros per net kilogram; 2, 
earthenware, 3.92 per net kilogram; 3, earthen- 
Ware, 5.32 cruzeiros per net kilogram. 


No. 1779, Complete chassis or trucks without 
bodies, assembled or unassembled, for ambu- 
lances, trucks and buses, 1.50 cruzeiros per 
legal kilogram. 

These rates were agreed upon by 
Brazil at Annecy in renegotiations un- 
der the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) and put into ef- 
fect by Brazilian Minister of Finance 
circular No. 37 of December 13, 1954, 
published in tha Diario Oficial of De- 
cember 15.—Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 


January 10, 1955 


The British Token Import Plan has 
been extended through 1955 on the 
same basis as for 1954, the Bureav of 
Foreign Commerce has announced. 


The British Token Import Plan, es- 
tablished with the United States in 
1946, enables eligible U. S. manufac- 
turers or other eligible U. S. firms to 
export to the United Kingdom token 
shipments of specified commodities 
whose importation from dollar sources 
generally is prohibited by the British 
Government. 


As in 1954, an eligible firm certified 
under the Plan will be permitted to 
make shipments in 1955 in an amount 
not exceeding 30 percent of its aver- 
age annual exports of those specified 
commodities to the United Kingdom 
in the base years 1936, 1937, and 1938. 


Ten items dropped from the ap- 
proved list of Token Plan commodities 
- 1947 have been restored for the 1955 
Plan. 


Items Restored to Plan 


These items and their group num- 
bers are: 98, Outboard motors; 195, 
portable electric generators; 209, 
Shapshot mounting corners; 115, 
greeting cards; 208, paper towels and 
napkins; 149, furniture of bamboo, 
cane, wickerwork, or similar material; 
162, damask table linen; 45, lighter 
flints; 140, men’s felt hats, lined; and 
138, industrial gloves of leather. 

Among other items included on the 
approved Token Plan lisf are certain 
food and drink items; tobacco manu- 
factures; specified products of leather, 
rubber, cotton, wool, linen, and syn- 
thetic fibers; wearing apparel; wood 
and paper products; specified man- 
ufactures of glass, clay, iron, steel, 
and aluminum; electrical apparatus; 
agricultural and garden machinery; 
photographic goods; office supplies; 
and sporting goods. . 

BFC said that Certificates of Eligi- 
bility and Token Quota Voucher appli- 
cation forms will be mailed after the 
first of the year to all firms certified to 
participate in the 1954 Plan on the 
basis of their prewar exports. Under 
the Token Plan procedure only eligible 
firms with a prewar record of trade 
with the United Kingdom in items on 





Colombian Nonessential 
Import List Defined 


The list of Colombian group II items, 
nonessentials, appearing in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, December 27, 1954, 
page 10, comprises items that were 
transferred to that group from group 
I by decree No. 3077 of October 23, 1954 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 15, 
1954, p. 9). 

The items there listed do not con- 
stitute the complete list of Colombian 
group II items. 


British Token Plan Extended 





the approved commodity list who — 
were not issued a Certificate of 
Eligibility during 1954 are required to. 
submit a Request for Certification to 
participate in the Tokén Plan for 1955. 


Provision has again been made for 
distribution of the balance of quotas 
not issued during the first half of the 
year. Manufacturers who did not ex- 
port to the United Kingdom during 
the prewar period, as well as certified 
firms, will be eligible to apply for a 
share of these quota balances. The 
amounts of the quota balances and 
the procedure for their distribution 
will be announced after June 30. 





Pakistan Eases Entry 
Of Dollar-Area Goods 


Pakistan has drastically modified 
discrimination against import of dol- 
lar-area goods under its liberalized 
import policy announced for the first 
6 months of 1955. 

The list of items now importable 
from the dollar area is understood to 
number more than 300, having been 
enlarged by the addition of many es- 
sential consumer goods. Details of the 
new policy, however, are not yet avail- 
able. 

Although some imports are reserved 
for France and Japan, with which 
Pakistan has obligations under trade 
agreements, most commodities are to 
be licensed for import from any coun- 
try 


Under the former system the United 
States was excluded as a source for 
many of Pakistan’s imports. In July- 
December 1954 only 55 items were 
licensable from the dollar area, where- 
as approximately 270 were licensed 
from nondollar sources. . 





Bolivia Restricts Import 
Of Cigarette Tobacco 


~ Issuance of licenses for import into 
Bolivia of processed cigarette tobaccos 
has been suspended by the Ministry of 
National Economy, according to La 
Nacion of November 25, 1954. 


Henceforth import licenses will be 
issued to cigarette manufacturers only 
for tobacco in leaf form for processing 
in domestic plants. 


Tobacco firms have been requested 
to supply the Ministry with data on 
their volume of stocks, shipments in 
transit, and annual requirements for 
leaf tobacco, together with types pur- 
chased and the names of usual sup- 
pliers. 


The new restriction on licenses is 
designed not only to conserve foreign 
exchange but to increase employment. 
—Emb., La Paz. 





~ CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Farm Machinery Freed 
Of Duties in Peru’ 


Some agricultural machinery, equip- 
ment, and implements are to be ex- 
empt from payment of Peruvian 
import duties and additional customs 
surcharges except the 7.5 percent ad 
valorem consular fee, which is a part 
of the unified surtax. 


Peruvian customhouses will permit 
clearance of the exempted items with- 
out further requisite other than prior 
verification by customs appraisers, 
who will assume full responsibility for 
the appraisement. 


The tariff items affected are the 
following: 


1086, Special pneumatic tires for tractors and 
agricultural machinery with an exterior dia- 
meter of 1.10 meters or over. 

1093, Inner tubes for tractor and agricultural 
machinery tires of types and sizes not manu- 
factured in the country. 

2532, Hoes, pickaxes, picks, 
sickles, scythes, and forks. 

2533, Cane knives (machetes). 

2537 (part), Pruning and garden shears. 

2773, Animal-drawn plows and _e shares, 
“talones,” bolts, and other spare parts. 

2774, Agricultural machinery and implements 
for preparing and cultivating the soil, such as 
disk plows, rakes, fertilizer distributors, plant- 
ers, cultivators, pullers, harrows, rollers. 

2775, Agricultural machinery and implements 
for harvesting and threshing, such as mowers, 
reapers, threshers, shellers, and separators. 

2776, Machines and apparatus of all kinds 
and sizes for spraying insecticides, including 
flame throwers for agricultural use, also 
power- and hand-operated sprayers. 

2808 (part) Bulldozers and bull-graders for 


agricultural use, including hydraulic controls 
for the same. 


shovels, axes, 


2956, Agricultural traetors, including track- 
laying tractors. 


2976, Spare parts for tractors not covered in 
other tariff classifications. 

These exemptions from duty were 
put into effect by a Supreme Resolu- 
tion of October 7, 1954, effective the 
same day, which replaces a Supreme 
Resolution of July 18, 1949. 


Formerly these items were dutiable 
at rates varying from 2 soles a legal 
kilogram to 0.02 sole a gross kilogram, 
with surtaxes ranging from 9.667 per- 
cent to 11.667 percent. 





Indian Bengal Cotton Quota 
Now Totals 75,000 Bales 


The total export quota for Indian 
Bengal cotton for the 1954-55 season 
amounts to 75,000 bales. 


This quota was reported as 100,000 
bales in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
December 13, 1954, page 12, but a later 
report states that the quota of 25,000 
bales released on December 1 was the 
same as that announced on November 
12 and not an additional quota. 





The Union of South Africa’s wool 
sales totaled 256,010 bales from the 
opening of the season to October 31, 
1954, as compared with 244,347 bales 
for the same period last season.—Emb., 
Pretoria. 


14 





lraqi Import-Licensing 
Duties Transferred 


The functions of the former 
Iraqi Directorate of Imports are 
to be assigned to the Directorate 
General of Customs and Excise, 
which will issue import licenses, 
and to the National Bank of 
Iraq, for handling related ex- 
change matters. 

The Directorate of Imports, set 
up during World War II with the 
power of issuing all import li- 
censes and allocating foreign ex- 
change was abolished on No- 
vember 21.—Emb., Baghdad. 











Denmark To Certify Seed 
Shipped to Some Countries 


The Danish State Plant Supervision 
after suitable analysis now will issue 
Sanitary certificates for exports of 
field, gardtn, and forest seeds to coun- 
tries requiring such documents. 

In issuing such certificates the State 
Plant Supervision assumes no re- 
sponsibility in the economic field and 
the certificates constitue no guaranty 
in private legal proceedings. 


World Bank .. . 


(Continued from Page 8) 


finance additional machinery imports 
and to service the loan from the bank. 
Under the first bank loan, purchases 
from the revolving fund amounted to 
about $16 million, bringing the total 
value of imports resulting from the 
loan to almost $21 million. 


Farm Mechanization Needed 


The machinery purchased under the 
first loan was an important factor in 
the marked increase of agricultural 
production; it permitted an expansion 
of cultivated areas, raised yields per 
acre, and reduced costs of production, 
the World Bank reported. Most of the 
machinery is being used in four areas 
particularly suited to mechanized 
agriculture. 

Increases in Colombian agricultural 
production, however, have not kept 
abreast of the growth in demand 
brought about by population increase 
and rising standards of consumption, 
according to the bank. Furthermore, 
expansion of industry in recent years 
has drawn labor away from rural dis- 
tricts, and there is a shortage of farm 
labor in the lowland areas where the 
best possibilities for expansion exist. 
Further mechanization of agriculture 
is needed if Colombia is to increase its 
supply of foodstuffs and to reduce 
costs of production. 


The new loan is for a term of 7 years 
and bears interest of 44% percent in- 








cluding the statutory 1 percent com- i 


mission charged by the bank. Amorti- 
zation will begin May 15, 1957. The 
loan is guaranteed by the Government 
of Colombia. 

This is the eighth World Bank loan 
for development projects in Colomb 


and brings the total lent to $74.3 mil. ~ 


lion. In addition to agriculture, the 
loans are assisting in the development 
of electric power, highways, and rail- 
roads. 


The bank reported that the Colom- 
bian economy has made great strides 
in recent years, as shown by the rise 
in agricultural and industrial output, 
the rate of investment, an increasing 
volume of exports, and an accumula- 
tion of foreign exchange holdings. All 
Government expenditures, including 
capital expenditures, have been met 
from current revenues; and public 
finance has not generally added to 
inflationary pressures. When the price 
of coffee, Colombia’s chief export, 
fell recently the Government acted 
promptly to check the resulting drain 
on foreign-exchange reserves; and the 
outlook for the Colombian economy 
remains favorable. 





Export Controls . . . 


(Continued from Page 9) 


pounds (B No. 839750), salts and com- 
pounds, including selenium dioxide (B 
No. 839900), selenium-containing pig- 
ments (B No. 842900), accelerators 
composed of selenium-containing rub- 
ber compounding agents not of coal 
tar origin (B No. 829810), and ferro- 
selenium (B No. 622098). 


BFC said this quota does not in- 
clude powder, metal, or chemicals ob- 
tained from selenium and selenium- 
bearing materials brought into the 
United States under toll agreements 
which provide for the reexport of ‘re- 
sultant products to friendly foreign 
countries. 


The announcements are published 
in detail in BFC’s Current Export 
Bulletin No. 742, dated December 30, 
1954. 





Import Duty . 


(Continued from Page 9) 


also believed to be temporary. 
Significant, in the judgment of the 
majority of the Commissioners, is the 
fact that domestic production of wool 
gloves for civilian use was not only 
twice as great in 1953 as in the years 
immediately preceding World War II 
but was greater than prewar even 
relative to the increase in population 
and consumer purchasing power. Fur- 
thermore, they declare, the industry 
is supplying about as large a share of 
the domestic market as before the 
war, and there is no indication that 
this market, partly stimulated by im- 
ports, will not continue to expand. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly — 
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Cairo in Market to Buy 
Underground Cable 


Bids are invited until January 
25 by the Cairo Electricity & 
Gas Administration for the sup- 
ply of 40 kilometers of under- 
ground high-tension cable. 


Bids must be _ submitted 
through an agent established in 
Egypt to the Director General, 
Cairo Electricity & Gas Admin- 
istration, 53 Fouad I Street, 
Cairo, and must be accompanied 
by a provisional deposit of 2 per- 
cent of the value of the con- 
tract. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 











Congo Drug Agency 
Uses Bid System 


The Pharmaceutical Service of the 
Belgian Congo Government — which 
formerly obtained its supplies by com- 
municating direct with suppliers in 
various foreign countries — has 
changed this procedure to the system 
of public tenders and sealed bids al- 
ready in use by other departments of 
the Government. 

Under this system, tenders are pub- 
lished in the Bulletin Administratif 
du Congo Belge et du Ruanda-Urundi 
and the respective specifications are 
available from the Pharmaceutical 
Service at 50 francs (approximately 
US$1) per set. The tender notices are 
published exactly 1 month before the 
date the bids are to be opened. 

Time is an important factor in these 
procurements. It is suggested, there- 
fore, that American firms interested 
in bidding on requirements of the 
Belgian Congo Pharmaceutical Service 
appoint agents in the Belgian Congo. 
Such agents could be expected to be 
familiar with the public bidding pro- 
cesses of the Belgian Congo Govern- 
ment and, being in possession of price 
lists and in close contact with their 
principals, would be able to take im- 
mediate action on the tenders as they 
are published. 


A list entitled “Business Firms, Bel- 
gian Congo,” is available from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any of the Depart- 
ment’s 33 Field Offices for $1 a copy. 


January 10, 1955 


Credits Allocated by ECSC 


The High Authority of the European 
Coal and Steel Community has made 
the first allocation of credits out of the 
funds originating from the $100 mil- 
lion loan contracted for several 
months ago with the United States for 
the purpose of modernizing the coal 
and steel industries of ECSC member 
countries. \ 

The High Authority’s objectives, and 
its intention to apply for a loan, were 
reported in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, February 8, 1954, page 5. 

Total credits granted under the first 
allocation amount to $59.1 million, 
which were to be paid to the selected 
enterprises at the end of December 
1954. This amount is broken down as 
follows: 


Coal Mining and Coke Production 


Basin Amount 
DAE. i cekicnaccistenhvavtusdsabache $12,310,000 
Aix-la-Chapelle ........scecesseses 3,500,000 
Nord et Pas-de-Calais ............ 2,430,000 
EAMONN so op nn 0's glnide.k > baw ba sies 3,300,000 
RATED sisi. cs v0 vt wh awe dock tases 570,000 
GOING reacts con cab ode paces ke 1,200,000 

DOOR: cis cvia ccgstabberseotre $23,310,000 


Firms receiving credits in this cate- 
gory are as follows: Eschweiler Berg- 
werksverein, Kohlscheid, Aachen; 
Bergbau AG Neue Hoffnung, Ober- 
hausen; Erin Bergbau AG, Castrop- 
Rauxel; Bergbau AG Constantin der 
Grosse, Bochum; Hoesch Bergwerke 
AG, Dortmund; Steinkohlenbergwerke 
Friedrich-Heinrich AG, Kamp-Lint- 
fort; Bergbau AG Ewald-Konig Lud- 
wig, Herten; Gewerkschaft Haus 
Aden, Herten; Gebrueder Stumm 
GmbH, Zeche Minister Achenbach, 
Brambauer; Steinkohlenbergwerk 
Heinrich Robert, Hamm; Bergwerksge- 
sellschaft Hibernia AG, Herne; Mark- 
ische Steinkohlengewerkschaft, Hees- 
sen; Hamborner Bergbau AG, Duis- 
burg-Hamborn; Bergbau AG, Lothrin- 
gen, Bochum; Concordia Bergbau AG, 
Oberhausen; Bergwerke Koenigsborn 
Werne AG, Werne, Unna; Arenberg 
Bergbau-GmbH, Essen; Charbonnages 
de France, Paris—Bassin du Nord et 
du Pas-de-Calais, id. de Lorraine, id. 


d’Aquitaine; Saarbergwerke, Saar- 
brucken. 
Electric Power Stations 

Basin Amount 
Rie i dbs oS $15,390,000 
Nord et Pas-de-Calais ............ 3,850, 
SEY >. 4's Gh 0's oGdonae s Cuenta 3,850,000 
ee Pee Spi hee nS 3,800,000 

so Spee Coy a, cuNy ee $26,890,000 


Firms receiving credits in this cate- 
gory are as follows: Gewerkschaft 
Auguste-Viktoria, Steinkohlenbergbau 
u. Bleizinkerzbergbau, Marl; Concor- 
dia Bergbau AG, Oberhausen; Gel- 
senkirchener-Bergw. AG, Essen; 
Altenessener Bergwerks-AG, Essen- 
Altenessen; Bergwerksgeselischaft -Hi- 





bernia AG, Herne; Arenberg Bergbau 
GmbH, Essen; Markische Steinkohlen- 
gewerkschaft, Heessen; Rheinpreus- 
sen AG fuer Bergbau und Chemie, 
Homburg; Klockner-Werke AG, Duis- 
berg; Hamborner Bergbau AG, Duis- 
burg-Hamborn; Bergbau AG Lothrin- 
gen, Bochum; Charbonnages de 
France, Paris—Bassin du Nord et du 
Pas-de-Calais, id. de Lorraine; Saar- — 
bergwerke, Saarbrucken. 


Iron Ore Mining 
Basin Amount 
ys SEGRE Dui ae yee Ape $900,000 
EORPGURS © i.k 0: 05.00 vig ocvecerwaies 7,000,000 
LUssOUNS | cick nv acncwindnceigeesn ,000,000 
2 ee eae Fe $8,900,000 


Firms receiving credits in this cate- 
gory are as follows: Erzbergbau AG 
Siegerland, Bétzdorf/Sieg; Societe des 
Mines de Saizerais, Nancy; Societe de 
Moutiers, Paris; Cie. des Forges de 
Chatillon-Commentry et Neuves 
Maisons, Paris; Societe Anonyme 
d’Errouville, Paris; Union de Consom- 
mateurs de Produits Metallurgiques et 
Industriels (UCPMI), Paris; Union 
Siderurgique Lorraine (SIDELOR), 
Metz; de Wendel & Cie. 8. A., Paris; 
Hauts Forrneaux et Acieries de Dif- 
ferdange, S&t.-Ingberg-Rumelange 
(HADIR), Luxembourg. 

It is not known to what extent the 
enterprises receiving the loan may 
wish to consider purchase of materials, 
services, and equipment in the United 
States. U.S. manufacturers and sup- 
pliers, however, may wish to com- 
municate with the listed firms re- 
garding possible business opportuni- 
ties. 





Venezuelan Ministry Invites 


Radio Equipment Quotations 


The Radio Communications Section 
of the Venezuelan Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Animal Husbandry, in- 
terested in acquiring certain radio 
equipment, wishes to receive quota- 
tions from U. S. manufacturers on the 
following: 

Fixed shortwave transmitters, port- 
able modulated wave apparatus for 
vigilance and radio patrol services, 
portable and fixed 3740-kilocycle 
transmitter-receivers, and replace- 
meni parts for this equipment. 

It is understood that the Ministry 
plans to experiment in the use of 
radio equipment, and the amount of 
equipment which ultimately will be 
purchased will depend upon the re- 
sults of its experimental activities. 

‘Communications concerning this in- 
quiry should be addressed to Sr. 
Francisco Rafael Urdaneta, Jefe Sec- 
cion de Radiocommunicaciones, Min- 
isterio de Agricultura y Cria, Caracas, 
Venezuela. 
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Telegraph Equipment in France, Power 
Network in Greece Needed by NATO 


Procurement of telegraph mainte- 
nance equipment for France—at an 
estimated cost of $170,l1l4—and an 
airfield project in Greece have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the in- 
ternational competitive bidding pro- 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 

Equipment required for the French 
project is as follows: 

eMaintenance equipment panel 
comprising phase transmitter with 
and without distortion; distortion 
meter for teletype signals, nonrhyth- 
mic; combined chassis with rhythmic 
distortion meter and pure frequency 
transmitter—these two units may be 
furnished separately; relay tester; 
and necessary power supply. 

eSwitch panel, including jack field; 
appropriate cords and plugs; and two 
milliamp meters. 

Firms wanting to bid must submit 
their applications for the technical 
specifications not later than January 
15, 1955, to Directeur du Service Cen- 
tral du Materiel de Transmission, 51 
bis boulevard de la Tour-Maubourg, 
Paris. 

Applications should include the fol- 
lowing details: Name and address of 
the enterprise, summary information 
on its legal form—incorporation or 
the like—and names and references of 
its president and chief director; state- 
ment of financial resources and proof 
of financial stability; mumber and 
categories of personnel concerned with 
administrative or technical supervi- 
sion who can be made available for 
supervising the project part or full 
time; 

Details of important contracts re- 
cently concluded for supplying equip- 
ment of the same type for which ap- 
plication is being ‘made, including 
statement of the value of each of 
these contracts; designation of gov- 
ernmental agencies, firms, organiza- 
tions, and names and addresses of 
specialists, for whose account or under 
whose direction important supply 
contracts have been carried out and 
from whom references may be ob- 
tained if necessary. 


Airfield Work Planned 


The Greek project involves the de- 
sign, procurement, and installation of 
a power distribution network at Souda 
Airfield. Bids are to be opened on 
January 24, between 10 a. m. and 12 
noon, at the offices of the General Air 
Staff, Directorate of Public Works, 15 
Philellinon Street, Athens. 

A participation guaranty equaling 5 
percent of the total value of the bid 
must be deposited in the form of a 
letter of guaranty issued by a recog- 
nized bank in Greece or by the Engi- 
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neers and Public Works Contractors’ 
Pension Fund (TSMEDE) in Athens. 


Contract terms, proposal forms, 
statement of responsibility forms, de- 
signs, drawings, etc., are available at 
the offices of the General Air Staff, 
Directorate of Public Works in Athens, 
where eligible bidders or their legally 
authorized representatives may ex- 
amine them or obtain copies. 


Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the foreign government 
offices regarding comparable work 
done for U. S. Government agencies. 
A copy of this resume should be sent 
to the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. §S. Department of Commerce, 


Washington 25, D. C., to permit 
prompt certification of interested 
firms. 


A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding program may be 
obtained on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, or from 
any U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Office. 





Fruit Processing Equipment 
Wanted in Mozambique 


A cooperative of fruit producers 
and exporters in Mozambique, known 
as the Cooperativa dos Produtores- 
Exportadores de Bananas, Lda., wish- 
es to obtain quotations on the follow- 
ing equipment for a new factory for 
processing banana and papaya prod- 
ucts: 


Evaporating plant, vacuum type; 
spray dryer, atmospheric type; colloid 
mill; banana peeling plant; station- 
ary dryer for bananas; plate appara- 
tus for treatment of banana, papaya, 
and orange juices; centrifuge clarifier 
for various types of fruit juices; and 
continuous desludger (separator). 


Specifications are available on re- 
quest from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Quotations should be sent direct to 
the Cooperativa dos Produtores-Ex- 
portadores de Bananas, Lda., Caixa 
Postal 872, Lourenco Marques, Mozam- 
bique, Portuguese East Africa. 





Colombia Wants To Buy 
Transmitting Equipment 


Radiodifusora Nacional, an agency 
of the Colombian Government, is in- 
viting bids until 6 p. m. on February 
10 for the supply of radio transmit- 
ting equipment, as follows: 

One standby 20-kw. transmitter, 
broadcast band; two 100-kw. short- 
wave transmitters; two 50-kw. short- 
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wave transmitters; and one stan 
20-kw. shortwave transmitter; tg. 
gether with auxiliary equipment for 
these units. 


One copy of the specifications, wl 
Spanish, is available for review gy 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence | 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Comme 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash. 
ington 25, D. C. 


Bidders are asked to submit separate 
quotations for the cost of the eq 
ment f. o. b. port of embarkation, and 
the charge for setting it up. 

Bids should be prepared in the Span- 
ish language and submitted direct t 
Radiodifusora Nacional, Transversal 
17, No. 25-65, Bogota, Colombia. 





Egypt Invites Bids on 
Electrical Equipment 


The Factories Directorate, Egyptian 
Ministry of War, is inviting bids for 
the supply of the following: 


®Underground cable, 6600-volt and 
1100-volt, of various numbers, size of 
core, and types of insulation, together 
with accessories. Bids will be accepted 
until February 15. 

®Low-tension subdistribution boards, 
Bids will be accepted until March 1. 

Bids must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt to the Di- 
rector, Factory 99, Factories Diree- 


torate, Garden City, Cairo, Egypt, and © 
must be accompanied by a provisional | 


deposit of 2 percent of the value of 
the contract. 


Specifications are available for re- 


view purposes on ‘loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Requests should specify the 
item of interest. 





Ceylon to Buy Steel Sheets, 
Cotton and Woolen Articles 


The Government of Ceylon is invit- 
ing bids until March 15 for the supply 
of the following items required by the 
Government Stores Department: 

15,000 cotton bed covers and 2,000 
all wool blankets. 

©6,850 galvanized corrugated steel 
sheets in various sizes. 

Specifications are available for re- 
view on loan from: the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or the 
Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington D. C. Re 
quests should specify the item of in- 
terest. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Cey- 
lon. 
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55,000 Scandinavian Firms 
Listed in New Directory 


The 1954-55 edition of “Nordisk 
Handelskalender,” published in Den- 
mark by H. P. Bovs Bogforlag, 63 
Svanemollevej, Copenhagen, is avail- 
able from the publisher at $7, includ- 
ing mailing charges. 

The directory lists approximately 
55,000 firms in Denmark, Norway, Swe- 
den, Finland, Iceland, and the Faroe 
Islands. All headings are printed in 
English and German as well as in the 
local language. 

A copy of the directory is available 
for consultation in the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C., or at 
any Department of Commerce Field 
Office. 

The publisher reportedly is inter- 
ested in establishing connections with 
a firm that would handle distribution 
of the directory in the United States; 
communications should be sent direct 
to H. P. Bovs Bogforlag at the Den- 
mark address. 


Greece, W. Germany Get FOA 
Funds To Buy Bread Grains 


The Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion has announced authorizations 
totaling $12.5 million for West Ger- 
many and Greece under the provisions 
of the Mutual Security Act of 1954. 

The $10.5 million for West Germany 
and the $2 million for Greece will 
finance purchases of bread grains. 

Section 402 provides that not less 
than $350 million of the funds au- 
thorized for the mutual security pro- 
gram shall be used to finance the sale 
abroad of surplus agricultural com- 
modities for foreign currencies. 

FOA authorizations under section 
402 as of December 27 totaled $86,- 
353,400. 








LICENSING . 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
Ples, is available in specific in- 
Stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), on a loan basis, from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C 


Chemicals: 

Germany—Max-Planck-Institut fuer 
Kohlenforschung, Kaiser Wilhelm 
Platz 1, Muelheim/Runhr, offers for ex- 
Ploitation in the United States, under 
licensing agreement, a new process 
for the manufacture of polyethylene 
from coke-oven gases, which reported- 
ly will lower the cost of producing 
polyethylene by as much as 50 per- 
cent. The new process is said to have 
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attracted widespread interest in chem- 
ical circles in Germany. Additional in- 
formation is available.* Inquiries 
should be directed to Prof. Karl Ziegler 
at the above address in Germany. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Alcoholic Beverages: 

Denmark—Viggo H. C. Olsen (ex- 
port agent), Duntzfeldts Alle 1, Hel- 
lerup, wishes to export direct or 
through agents first-quality cherry 
wine, 36 proof, 18° G. L. Firm desires 
agents in New York, San Francisco, 
Chicago, New Orleans, and Min- 
neapolis. 

France—Raoul Giraud & Fils (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter), Chateau 
Timberlay, Saint - Andre - de - Cubzac, 
Gironde, wishes to export direct or 
through agent(s) good to excellent 
qualities of Bordeaux classified or vin- 
tage wines, red and white, in glass 
bottles of 75 centiliters each, or in 
wooden casks; also, sparkling wines, 
champagne types, white and “roses.” 

Italy—Rocco Robba (producer), 12 
Via Buenos Ayres, Canelli (Asti Prov- 
ince), wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents high-grade 
vermouth, and sparkling and still 
wines. 


Bicycles, Motorcycles, 
Accessories: 
Germany—“Wittekind”-Fahrradfab- 
rik GmbH (manufacturer), 86 Goeben- 
strasse, Herford, wishes to export di- 
rect bicycles and motorcycles. Illus- 
trated literature available.* 
Japan—Maruka Co., Ltd. (importer, 
exporter), P. O. Box Central. 64, 
Minami-Kyutaro-Machi 4-chome, Hi- 
gashi-ku, Osaka, wishes to export di- 
rect bicycles, parts, and accessories. 


Coat Trimmings: 

Belgium—Nevelstein-Tibax, 
(manufacturer), 139 rue d’Anvers, 
Lierre, wishes to export direct or 
through agent braids, collars, cuffs, 
pockets, and trimmings made of imi- 
tation astrakhan (artificial silk) for 
ladies’ coats. Sample available.* 


Drugs and Pharmaceuticals: 

England—Pack & Roy, Ltd. (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 93/94 Chancery 
Lane, London, W. C. 2, wishes to ex- 
port direct rauwolfia serpentina, 75% 
alkaloid. 


Feathers: 

England—English Feathers (whole- 
saler), 180 Wennington Road, South- 
port, Lancashire, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent raw duck- and 
goose-body feathers, white, dry, and 
quill-free, in bags of 100 pounds net. 


Kapok: 

Thailand—The Treasures Finance 
Co., Ltd. (exporter, importer), 921-923 
Songwad Road, Bangkok, wishes to - 


Parts, and 
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export direct or through agents kapok. 
Firm desires agents in New York and 
San Francisco. 


Kola Nuts: 

‘England—Morrisco (H. & T.), Ltd. 
(export merchant), 87 Lord St., Liver- 
pool 2, wishes to export direct or 
through broker fair average-quality 
kola nuts. 


Machines: 

Japan—Maruka Co., Ltd. (importer, 
exporter), P. O. Box Central 64, Mi- 
nami-Kyutaro-Machi, 4-chome, Hi- 
gashi-ku, Osaka, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent sewing-machine 
heads. 


Notions: 

Germany—W. Weddigen GmbH 
(manufacturer) , 38/42 Rauental, Wup- 
pertal-Oberbarmen, wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quanti- 
ties of ribbons and braids made of 
perlon, cotton, and rayon. 


Religious Articles: 

Italy—Compagnia Italiana Scambi 
Estero S. A. (retailer, exporter), Ca- 
sella Postale 1836, Via Meravigli 7, 
Milan, wishes to export direct reli- 
gious articles. 


Rust-Removing and Decrusting 
Equipment: : 

Italy—I.CO-Industriale Commerci- 
ale S.r.l. (exporter, wholesaler), 4/18 
Via S. Luca, Genoa, wishes to export 
direct or through agent first-quality 
rust-removing equipment, and boiler- 
and pipe-decrusting equipment. 


Seed Lac: 

Thailand—The Treasures Finance 
Co., Ltd. (exporter, importer), 921-923 
Songwad Road, Bangkok, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent seed lac. 

Tapioca Flour: 

Thailand—The Treasures Finance 
Co., Ltd. (exporter, importer), 921-923 
Songwad Road, Bangkok, wishes to ex- 





New Zealand to Purchase 


Circuit Breakers 


The New Zealand State Hydro- 
Electric Department at Welling- 
ton is inviting bids until April 26 
for the supply and delivery of 
five 220-kv., 2500-mva., 3-phase 
circuit breakers and accessories 
for the Atiamuri power station. 
This procurement is identified 
as contract No. 264. 


A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or the New Zealand 
Government Trade Commission- 
er, 1346 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C. 
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port direct or through agent tapioca 
flour. 


Textiles: 

Italy—Lanificio Umberto Lucchesi 
(manufacturer), 32 via Carradori, 
Prato (Tuscany), wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent dress fabrics, 
plaids, and fabrics for the manufac- 
ture of slippers. 

Toys: 

Italy—Compagnia Italiana Scambi 
Estero S. A. (retailer, exporter), Casel- 
la Postale 1836, Via Meravigli 7, Milan, 
wishes to export direct toys. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Foodstuffs: 

Germany—Wilhelm Herman Botter- 
weck (importer, wholesaler), 18 Flie- 
schermuehle, M. Gladbach, wishes to 
purchase direct prepared foods and all 
articles salable in grocery stores. 

Germany—Lohengrin-Werk  Duis- 
burg, Boesken-Fey, Duisburg (im- 
porter, wholesaler, manufacturer of 
coffee substitutes), 13 P. O..Box, 90/96 
Neuenhofstrasse, Duisburg, wishes to 
purchase direct preserved meats, fish, 
fruit, and vegetables. 

Germany—H. & H. Offergeld (im- 
porter), Schlachthof, M. Gladbach, 
wishes to purchase direct frozen 
hearts, livers, and bacon. 

Germany—J. Schoor (importer and 
wholesaler), 2 vom Bruckstrasse, Kre- 
feld, wishes to purchase direct canned 
fruits, canned vegetables including as- 
paragus, and dried fruits and prunes. 

Japan—Rahmo S. Sassoon (import- 
er, manufacturer’s agent) (P. O. Box 
452, Tokyo Central), 3 Tachibana-cho, 
Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes 
to purchase direct cereals made of yel- 
low maize. 


Leather: 

Germany—Hans Schmitz, Lederfab- 
rik-Niederlage (importer and manu- 
facturer’s agent), 31 Bismarckstrasse, 
Essen-Ruhr, wishes to purchase direct 
the following leathers: Rough tanned 
leather—split hides, goatskin, sheep 
and deer skins, skivers; shoe leather— 
butt, crop, shoulders, flanks, bellies; 
upper leather; pocketbook leather— 
smooth side leather for traveling bags, 
goatskin, saffian, calf; sheep leather; 
pigskin; clothing leather, predomi- 
nantly sheep; harness leather; cham- 
ois; and scrap leather. 


Publications: 

Kuwait—R. S. Jashanmal & Sons 
(manufacturer’s agent), P. O. Box 99, 
wishes to purchase direct popular 
novels in regular bindings; and inex- 
pensive editions of best sellers, mys- 
teries, and other popular reading ma- 
terial. 


Public Works Equipment: 

France—Pitel & Cie. (public works 
contractor), 6 bis avenue de Villars, 
Paris 7, wishes to purchase direct 
public works equipment. 


Scientific Instruments: 

Belgium—“Wecca” Western Euro- 
pean Continental Commercial Agency 
(importer, exporter), 37 rue Veydt, 
Brussels, wishes to purchase direct 
scintillometers, air-borne type, for the 
detection of ores, and operated by 
electric power. 


Textiles: 

Germany—Kaufhaus Carl Peters 
GmbH (importer, department store), 
Breite Str., Zeppelinstr., Koeln a. Rh., 
wishes to purchase direct textiles suit- 
able for sale in its department stores. 


Wire Rods: 

Germany—Gebr. Groh, K. G. (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler), 119/121 
Oststrasse, Duesseldorf, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 1,500 tons of wire rods, 
5.5 millimeters to 6 millimeters, stand- 
ard Thomas quality. 

Wool and Rags: 

Italy —- Lanificio Umberto Lucchesi 
(manufacturer of textile goods), 32 
via Carradori, Prato (Tuscany), wishes 
to purchase direct raw textile mate- 
rials, such as raw wool and rags. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Cellulose: 

Germany—Adolf Frantzen (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 194 P. O. Box, 15 
Achillesstrasse, Duesseldorf-Oberkas- 
sel, wishes to obtain agency for cellu- 
lose. Firm wishes to act as selling 
agent on commission basis for Ameri- 
can firms not already represented in 
West Germany. 


Foodstuffs: 

Denmark—Hans Lundby (importing 
distributor, commission merchant), 
Norre Farimagsgade 33, Copenhagen 
K, wishes to obtain agency for fresh 
and dried fruits. 


Forest Products: 

Union of South Africa—Uno Nilsson 
(Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s repre- 
sentative), 88 Fox St., P. O. Box 10989, 
Johannesburg, wishes to obtain agency 
for lumber, particularly Douglas fir. 


General Merchandise: 

Switzerland—Scharpf-Guenter Co., 
Ltd. (importer, exporter), Stadthaus- 
quai 3, Zurich, wishes to act as selling 
agent for U. S. manufacturers of gen- 
eral merchandise. 

Paper: 

Germany—Adolf Frantzen (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 194 P. O. Box, 15 
Achillesstrasse, Duesseldorf-Oberkas- 
sel, wishes to obtain agency for news- 
print. Firm wishes to act as selling 
agent on commission basis for U. S. 












Sole Leather Bends il 


Needed by Ceylon 


Bids are invited until January | 
28 by the Government of Ceylon |} 
for the supply of sole leather | 
bends for the Ceylon Govern- 
ment Leather Factory at Mat- 
takkuliya. Quantity required igs 
8,000 pounds. Bends must be of 
average weight, 14 to 18 pounds, 
and thickness, 10/12 irons (1 iron 
substance — 1/48”), and must be 
of uniform thickness and color 
and firm texture. 


A copy of the bid invitation 
is available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry cf Industries, Housing 
and Social Services, P. O. Box 
570, Colombo 1, Ceylon. 











firms not already represented in West 
Germany. 


Union of South Africa—Uno Nilsson 
(Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s represent- 
ative), 88 Fox St. P.O. Box 10989 
Johannesburg, wishes to obtain agen- 
cies for printing, writing, and kraft 
papers. 

Plastics: 

Austria—Handelsagentur Louis J. 
Ross (importer, wholesaler, sales 
agent), 24 Seilerstaette, Vienna ] 
wishes to obtain agency for plastics. 


Textiles: 

Austria—Handelsagentur Louis & 
Ross (importer, wholesaler, saleg 
agent), 24 Seilerstaette, Vienna I> 
wishes to obtain agencies for all types 
of textiles. : 

Norway—John G. Sevang (manufac- 
turer’s agent), Fr. Nansens Pl. 8, Oslo, 
wishes to obtain agencies, on commis- 
sion basis only, for synthetic fabrics, 
such as rayon gabardine, acetate silks, 
nylons, and dacrons. 


Yarns: 

Ireland—tirish Textile & Yarn Co, 
Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent), 18 Drury 
St., Dublin, wishes to obtain agency for 
synthetic yarns, such as nylon, orlom, 
and similar types, from 10 denier up- — 
ward. - 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Tunisia—Jean Faure-Dere, repre- 





senting Agricultor S. A. (importer, re- 


tailer, wholesaler), 54 rue de Turquilé, © 








Tunis, is interested in purchasing pea- ~ 
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nut picking and grading machines. 
Was scheduled to arrive January 5, via 
New York, for a visit of about 3 weeks. 
y. §. addresses: Commodore Hotel, 
Lexington Ave. and 42d St., New York, 


‘Ww. ¥.; and c/o Import-Export Indus- 


tries, Inc., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
New Orleans. 

Union of South Africa—A. A. Gur- 
wich, representing Rose Industries, 7 
Mordaunt St., Jeppe, Johannesburg; 
and Paula Manufacturing Co., Lam- 
pooy Bldgs., Johannesburg, is inter- 
ested in obtaining agencies for imita- 
tion jewelry; also is interested in dis- 
cussing possible licensing arrange- 
ments. Was scheduled to arrive Jan- 


uary 1, via New York, for a visit of 


3 months. U.S. address: c/o Ameri- 
ean Express Co., 65 Broadway, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Providence, and Chicago. 


World Trade Directory Reports on 
poth firms being prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 

phed copies may be obtained by 
io domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country 

Most of these lists are pref- 
aced by a brief review of basic 
trade and industry data collected 
in the course of compiling each 
list. Brief extracts from these data 
follow each title for which such 
data are available 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Israel—A limited market exists for 
foreign air-conditioning equipment, 
primarily because licenses for imports 
are granted only in special cases. Fur- 
thermore, it is estimated that 65 per- 
cent of all components of air-condi- 
tioning systems for industry -now can 
be produced locally. Air-conditioning 
in homes and offices is practically 
nonexistent. Domestic refrigerators 
are used widely and their number is 
increasing steadily. 

Air-conditioning equipment has 
been imported chiefly from the 
United States in the past 2 years. 
Heavy commercial and industrial re- 
frigeration equipment has been pur- 
chased largely under trade and barter 
agreements with Sweden, Denmark, 
Switzerland, and France. Almost all 
household refrigerators and replace- 
ment parts were brought from the 
United States, the refrigerators them- 
selves coming mostly as gifts. 

Business Firms—Kuwait.—A phe- 
homenal local increase in demand for 
consumer goods over the last few 
years has resulted from a large in- 
crease in oil royalties. A large part 
of these royalties has been spent 
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locally on economic development proj- 
ects, and per capita income has in- 
creased considerably. Foreign tech- 
nicians, administrators, and laborers 
working on various development proj- 
ects buy in the local markets, increas- 
ing demand for both necessity and 
luxury items. 

Kuwait serves also as a transit point 
and entrepot for various types of 
goods destined for other nearby coun- 
tries. Although Kuwait is in the 
sterling area and has certain official 
currency controls, a legal and recog- 
nized free market is the source of dol- 
lars used in commercial transactions. 
No domestic industry produces luxury 
goods, and there are no industrial 
firms, large plantations, or growers. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Malaya.—Malaya is dependent 
on imports for supplies of machinery 
and spares. Domestic production in 
this field is limited to small scale 
emergency spares for rubber and oil 
milling machinery, dredges, and ma- 
rine engines. 

The country presents a potentially 
expanding market for ail types of 
machinery. Cumulative imports of 
machinery and machinery items for 
the first half of 1954 amounted to 
approximately $9 million. An esti- 
mated 55 percent of these imports 
came from the United Kingdom, 20 
percent from the United States, and 
the balance from Germany, Canada, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, and other 
European countries. 

A fair volume of reexport trade in 
machinery and spares to surrounding 
countries exists. Licenses to import 
machinery direct from hard currency 
areas are issued “on the merits of each 
case.” Goods of U. S. origin also are 
permitted to enter via Hong Kong. 

Motion Picture Industry—Austria.— 
Raw film and apparatus for the mo- 
tion picture industry are imported 
chiefly from Western Germany and 
the Netherlands. Although a consid- 
erable potential demand for American 
products exists, imports from the 
United States have been insignificant, 
attributable primarily to the dollar 
shortage. 


Raw film and cameras for the mo- 
tion picture industry are not pro- 
duced. One firm manufactures pro- 
jectors and loud speakers for cinemas. 
Of films imported in 1951, 43.5 percent 
was from the USA, 23 percent from 
Germany, and smaller percentages 
from Great Britain, France, Italy, and 
other countries. 


The Austrian motion picture indus- 
try is small, and produces only about 
15 feature films annually. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Republic of Panama.—Although Pan- 
ama produces a large part of its own 
provisions requirements, many kinds 
of groceries including American 
canned goods and fresh fruits and 
vegetables find a ready market here. 
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Imports of provisions in 1/52 amount- 
ed to $13,343,298. Althouzh statistics 
are not available, it is estimated that 
over 50 percent of these imports came 
from the United States, the remainder 
from South and Central America, New 
Zealand, and Europe. 


To stimulate domestic agricultural 
production, the Government has pro- 
hibited import of fresh sweet peppers, 
tomatoes, carrots, cabbage, strawber- 
ries, strawberry preserves, rice, coffee, 
chickens, eggs, condensed milk, beef 
tallow, and beef cattle. 

Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers and Dealers— 
Uruguay.—The domestic radio indus- 
try produces approximately 30,000 
units annually, of which about 13,000 
are assembled from imported kits or 
components. The industry is protected 
against foreign competition, and legal 
imports are unknown. 

Television sets and components are 
not produced locally. It is rumored 
that a TV station will be erected with- 
in a few months. Under favorable 
weather conditions Argentine TV pro- 
grams can be received fairly well in 
Uruguay. 

Imports of radio. and television 
equipment and components in 1953 
totaled $555,592. Forty-one percent of 
these imports originated in the United 
States, 34 percent in the United King- 
dom, and 23 percent in the Nether- 
lands, Germany, and France. 


Tanneries — Argentina.— The tan- 
ning industry produces all kinds of 
cow, calf, and horse leathers; and pig, 
alligator, snake, sheep, and goat leath- 
ers, etc. All hides utilized in the in- 
dustry are available locally. The in- 
dustry employes about 9,500 workers 
and covers all needs of the local 
market for these products. Neither 
hides nor leather goods are imported. 

Tanneries—Mexico.—Approximately 
400 tanneries, most of which are very 
small, produce annually an estimated 
8 million hides and skins, including 
cattle, goat, sheep, and pig. Imports 
of raw hides in 1953 amounted to 
1,720 metric tons and were valued at 
6.6 million pesos (8.65 pesos=US$1, 
official rate, 1953). Nearly 100 percent 
of the raw hides are imported from 
the United States, and nearly all 
chemicals and equipment used in tan- 
ning are imported. 

In 1953, 121.6 metric tons of leather 
valued at 5.7 million pesos were ex- 
ported. Guatemala and Venezuela 
were the principal purchasers. 





Egypt’s cotton crop for 1954-55 is 
placed at 1,495,000 bales of 500 pounds 
gross according to the latest official 
estimates reported by the Foreign Ag- 
ricultural Service. 


This is slightly less than the first 


estimate of 1,503,000, and an increase 
of 2 percent above last year’s final esti- 
mate of 1,461,000 bales. 
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Maritime-APL Subsidy Contract 
Calls for Fleet Replacement 


The Federal Maritime Board has authorized the execution of an 
operating-differential subsidy contract with the American President 
Lines, under which APL will replace its entire fleet of merchant 
vessels with new tonnage within the next 10 years. the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce announced on December 30, 1954. 


The contract allows the West Coast 
shipping firm an extension of its sub- 
sidized operations to include a service 
to and from Atlantic and Pacific 
Coast ports to Malaya-Indonesia 
areas. As part of the contract, the 
company agreed to a wide-scale 
schedule of ship replacement. 


The program encompasses the pur- 
chase or construction of 19 ships. It 
calls upon the American President 
Lines to undertake contractual obliga- 
tions for the construction of these 
ships, including the placing in service 
of four Mariner vessels, largest and 
fastest dry-cargo vessels of their type 
in the world. 


In making the announcement after 
a meeting of the Federal Maritime 
Board held in Kansas City, Mo., 
Louis S. Rothschild, Chairman, Federal 
Maritime Board, and Administrator, 
Maritime Administration, said: 

The agreement reached today on a new 
contract with American President Lines calls 
for a further projection of an eight-ship ac- 
quisition program announced jointly by the 
Maritime Administration and the company 
last July 30. 

Of wider significance, however, is the fact 
that this is the first “packaged” action taken 
by the Federal Maritime Board against the 
threat of block obsolescence that has been 
hanging over the American Merchant Marine 
since the end of World War II. It is also 
& preliminary step toward leveling out the 
feast-or-famine conditions that have plagued 
the American shipbuilding industry in the 


past. 

The building program agreed to by APL 
under this contract sets a pattern for an ac- 
celerated ship replacement program we hope 
will be followed by other steamship lines 
in the near future. The total building cost 
of the vessels in this replacement program— 
not including the cost of replacing the SS. 
President Wilson and SS. President Cleveland 
—will be approximately $175 million and will 
require an investment on the part of APL of 
approximately $105 million. 


The action taken by the Federal 
Maritime Board authorizes the execu- 
tion of a contract in keeping with an 
application. made by the American 
President Lines for operation on Serv- 
ice C-2 of Trade Route 17. between 
U. S. Atlantic ports and ports in the 
Malaya-Indonesia area. 


Construction Scheduled 

Under the terms of the proposed 
contract, the American President 
Lines will assume the following con- 
struction and replacement obliga- 
tions: 

ePurchase and convert four Mariner 
vessels for the Round-the-World Serv- 
ice during the calendar year 1955. 

eBy July 1, 1956, execute a contract 
with a U.S. shipyard for the construc- 
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tion of four new combination pas- 
senger-cargo vessels to carry not less 
than 100 passengers and to have a 
capacity of not less than 500,000 bale 
cubic each, and capable of a speed of 
not less than 20 knots. These vessels 
must be in operation not later than 
January 1, 1960. 

eBy January 1, 1960, execute a con- 
tract with a U. S. shipyard for the 
construction of four or five new cargo 
vessels of a design superior to the 
C-3 type. These vessels to be delivered 
not later than July 1, 1962, for service 
on Trade Route 17. 

eBy January 1, 1962, execute a con- 
tract with a U. S. shipyard for the 
construction of four or five new cargo 


(Continued on Page 23) 





British Factories Protest 
American Plane Purchase 


British Overseas Airways Corpora- 
tion (BOAC) wishes to order nine 
DC-7D’s, an American turboprop plane 
with a British engine by Rolls-Royce, 
and British aircraft manufacturers 
have protested that such an oversea 
order could do serious damage to their 
prospects in world markets, according 
to an editorial in the London Sunday 
Times. 

The basic problems, the editorial 
states, are first, whether the British 
system of developing new aircraft is 
working to the best advantage; and 
second, how to insert into an indus- 
trial complex involving National policy 
and State industry the incentives of 
private enterprise. 





Bolivia Plans To Construct 
Bridge, Extend Highway 


Bolivia is planning to extend the 
Cochabamba-Santa Cruz highway 
from Santa Cruz to Montero, to pave 
the road with asphalt over its entire 
length, to construct a feeder road from 
Puerto Villaroel to Monte Punco on 
the main highway, and to build a 
bridge spanning the Piray River. 

In order to carry out these proposed 
projects, the Bolivian Development 
Corporation has submitted an appli- 
cation to the United States Export- 
Import Bank for an $11,624,439 supple- 
mental loan. 





U.S.-Venezuelan Air 


Routes Amended 


The U. S. Department of State | 
has announced an exchange of | 
diplomatic notes between the | 
Department and the Embassy of 
Venezuela amending Routes 1 
and 2 of schedule 2 of the annex | 
to the bilateral Air Transport 
Agreement between the United 
States and Venezuela which was 
signed at Caracas on August 14, 
1953. 

Routes 1 and 2 of schedule 2 
have been amended to read ag 
follows: 

eFrom Venezuela, except Mar- 
acaibo, via Netherlands West 
Indies and the Dominican Re- | 
public, to New York and beyond 
to Canada and beyond. 

eFrom Venezuela, via _ the 
Netherlands West Indies, Ja- 
maica and Cuba to Miami. 











Free-Zone Facilities Set Up 
In Alexandria Warehouses 


Warehouses Nos. 12 and 14, situated 
in section VII of the Alexandria, 
Egypt, customs area, have been set 
aside temporarily for the storage of 
merchandise in transit, according to 
an announcement by the Director 


General of the Egyptian Customs Ad- | 


ministration at Alexandria. 

The usual free-zone operations, such 
as handling, sorting, cleaning, and 
repacking, will be permitted. The area’ 
involved is approximately 5,000 square 
meters. 

Interested parties are invited to in- 
dicate the area, time period, and na- 
ture of operations they wish to un- 
dertake. 





British Air Freighter To 
Begin Service to Africa 


Hunting-Clan Air Freight Transport 
has been granted a license to operate 
an all-freight air service on the maifi 
routes between Central Africa, East 
Africa, West Africa, and the United 
Kingdom. The company plans #6 
begin service sometime this year. 


Approval also has been given for the 
air freighter service to operate within 
the Central African territories pro- 
vided local operators are given priof- 
ity for the available cargo. 


’ 


Both air taxi work and the trans- | 


portation of African labor by air al 
ready have been undertaken by pri- 
vate companies in the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
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In Southern Italy 


Two motels were opened in the 
province of Catanzaro on November 
91, 1954. 

The new motels were constructed 
py the Italian Automobile Club in co- 
operation with the authorities of 
‘Tiriolo, a town of 5,035 population, 
and Vibo Valentia, of 22,382, in an 
experiment to stimulate tourism 
throughout southern Italy. 

These motels are managed by and 
under the direct supervision of the 
Automobile Club. The Tiriolo motel 
has 6 rooms, all with private shower, 
and the one at Vibo Valentia has 12 
rooms with the same facilities. Each 
will have a restaurant and bar and a 
garage for emergency repairs. 

If the experiment proves successful 
the Automobile Club intends to con- 
struct a chain of 15 motels in Sora; 
Porto D’Ascoli; Vasto; Castellana; Lo- 
rica, Sila; Pescasseroli; Licola; Alta- 
mura; San Menaio; Scilla; Enna; Gela; 
Isolabella; Barisciano; and Paestum. 

All the motels are to be constructed 
in scenic’ localities, in a style in 
harmony with the location. The 
Tiriolo motel is located so as to permit 
views of both the Tyrrhenian and 
Ionian Seas, and the motel at Vibo 
Valentia overlooks the Gulf of Santa 
Euféemia. 


This chain of motels, in addition 





Colombian Railroad To Be 
Extended to Fundacion 


The Colombian Government will ex- 
tend the Magdalena Valley Railroad— 
now under construction—from its 
northern terminus at Gamarra to 
Fundacion, according to decree No. 
3274 of November 12, 1954. At Funda- 
cion the extension will connect with 
the existing railroad between that 
town and the Atlantic port of Santa 


. Marta. 


The decree specifies that the route 
to be followed is that planned by the 
U. S. firm Lockwood, Kessler & Bart- 
lett, Inc., and authorizes the Govern- 
ment to negotiate loans or credits to 
expedite the construction of the rail- 
road and to make the necessary con- 
tracts for surveying, location, and 
construction. 

Article 4 of the decree changes the 
Name of the Magdalena Valley Rail- 
road and its extension to the Atlantic 
Railroad. 





West Germany’s outlook for whole 
milk production in 1954-55 is for an 
increase of about 4 percent over 1953- 
54 output, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 

Most of this increase will be used for 
the production of butter, cheese, and 
condensed milk. 


January 10, 1955 


to the new Jolly chain of hotels, will 
permit tourists in southern Italy to 
drive more leisurely during the day 
and still be assured of finding adequate 
accommodations in the evening. Both 
Italian and foreign motorists may 
purchase coupons which will guarantee 
them a place to stay and meals at 
a controlled and unified price. 

The Catanzaro, motels were par- 
tially financed by the Cassa del Mez- 
zogiorno. Local authorities at Tiriolo 
and Vibo Valentia participated in the 
inaugural experiment of the Auto- 
mobile Club by granting free land 
for the two motels and exemption 
from local taxes of materials used in 
construction. 





W. German Airline Soon 
To Resume Operations 


Early resumption of West German 
commercial air operations seems as- 
sured as a result of an Allied High 
Commission decision to allow the Ger- 
man airline Lufthansa to import, pos- 
sess, and operate four U. S. manufac- 
tured Convair 340 aircraft. Two of 
these already have been delivered at 
Hamburg and the other two were ex- 
pected in December. 


According to German press reports, 
the Lufthansa estimates that during 
the 1955-56 fiscal year—which will be 
its first year of operation since the 
war—expenditures will amount to 55.8 
million German marks, or about 
US$13,392,000,, and receipts to 27.2 
million German marks, or about 
US$6,528,000. The Federal budget will 
cover 15 million German marks, or 
about US$3,600,000, of the deficit, and 
financing of the remainder apparently 
is not settled. 


« Indications are that German civil 
aviation will be able to obtain the 
support of German business circles. 
The Federation of German Industry 
Associations reportedly has urged 
private firms to buy Lufthansa shares. 
—HICOG, Bonn. 





Greece To Buy 50,000 Phones 


The Minister of Communications of 
Greece has appointed a committee to 
draw up an auction procurement an- 
nouncement for the supply to the 
Greek Government of 50,000 tele- 
phones. 


The Minister stated that these tele- 
phones, in addition to the 24,000 tele- 
phones already purchased by the 
Greek Telecommunications Authority, 
will fully meet the country’s require- 
ments for new telephone sets up to 
1960. 


According to the Minister there are 
32,000 requests for the installation of 
new telephones currently outstanding 
in the capital area and 15,000 out- 
standing 
Athens. 


in the Provinces.—Emb., 





[TRANSPORT a 


Radiotelephone service between 
Thailand and the United States, Can- 
ada, Cuba, and Mexico was reestab- 
lished November 22, 1954. 

Until the outbreak of World War II, 
Thailand had telephone service to the 


. United States via Berlin. This service 


has not been available since 1939. The 
new service is via Hong Kong.—Emb., 
Bangkok. 


Building of the Karachi, Pakistan, 
shipyard, is progressing rapidly, ac- 
cording to the resident engineer in 
charge of construction. He claims 


that by June 1955 the yard-will have — 


a capacity to build simultaneously two 
15,000-ton cargo-passenger vessels, 
two 12,000-ton; and two 8,000-ton 


-oceangoing ships. The yard’s total 


capacity will be about 75,000 to 

It will be necessary to import prac- 
tically all of the materials for ship 
construction for some time to come. 
Gradually, however, an increasing 
share of the components for their 
construction will be manufactured lo- 
cally. First to be produced locally will 
be ship’s plates, pivots, and other 
simpler components. 


A new maritime cargo service be- 
tween Seville, Spain, and New York 
City has been inaugurated by the 
SS. Star of Assuan of the Canada 
Levant Linie, which is an Egyptian 
line. It is planned to make monthly 
runs, but the continuance of this serv- 
ice will depend on the amount of cargo 
carried. 

This line previously operated be- 
tween Seville and Canadian ports only. 
The route now will be Seville-Halif 
St. Johns-New York City. 


The Split shipyard in Yugoslavia 
has announced plans to complete 24 
new vessels in 1955, including three 
passenger ships of the “Jugoslavija” 
class and two 10,000-ton tramp steam- 
ers. This represents a 45-percent pro- 
duction increase. 

A feature of the proposed building 
program is that 80 percent of the 
yard’s capacity will be devoted to new 
construction whereas formerly most 
of its facilities were used in the main- 
tenance and reconstruction of old ves- 
sels. 


The Chilean National Airline (Linea 
Aerea Nacional, or LAN) inaugurated 
direct weekly service between San- 
tiago and Lima, Peru, on December 16, 
1954. 

This service is now being operated 
with Martin 202’s, but LAN has an- 
nounced that in February or March it 
will substitute DC-6’s. It is understood 
that LAN also proposes to extend the 
service to Los Angeles, Calif., at that 
time and possibly eventually to Japan. 
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New Zealand Offers Fair Market 
For Some Pest-Control Products 


The outlook for increased use of pest-control products in New Zealand 
is good, according to industry sources. 

The number of companies either specializing in or® giving greater 
attention to marketing these commodities has risen from 4 to 10 in 
recent years to meet the growing demand. The market is promising 


for the dithiocarbamates, which are 
imported from the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom, France, Australia, 
and the United States. 

The pesticide industry in New Zea- 
land is confined to the processing of 
imported toxic materials. Production 
estimates by the industry for the 
1953-54 fiscal year were as follows: 
Sulfur consumed in for- 


mulations ........... 


250 long tons 
Bordeaux mixture do 


ee 200-300 
2,4-D formulations (on 


an acid-content basis) 134 do 
2,4,5-T formulations (on 
an acid-content basis) 134 do 


TCA sodium salt ...... 
Other weed killers 


80 do 
17,000 imperial gallons 


Latest official data on production 
cover the year ended March 31, 1953, 
when the output was 940,600 pounds of 
household and industrial insecticides 
valued at 0US$113,325 and 582,000 
pounds of agricultural pesticides 
valued at US$149,600. 

Annual use of DDT runs about 140 
long tons; BHC (100 percent gamma 
basis), 50 tons; Lindane, 25 tons; and 
copper sulfate, 200 tons. 

BHC is imported from the United 
Kingdom, Western Germany, South 
Africa, Australia, and Italy, and DDT 
from the United Kingdom, Australia 
Italy, Japan, France, and the Nether- 
lands. The United Kindom, Australia, 
and Western Germany are~suppliers 
of copper sulfate. 


Trade Controlled 


Although imports of pest-control 
products generally are confined to 
basic materials, small amounts of new 
products are imported, principally for 
experimental use. The United King- 
dom and Australia are the principal 
sources. Because of the dollar short- 
age, imports from the United States 
are controlled. However, the Import 
Licensing Schedule for 1955 classifies 
“wettable sulfurs” and “insecticides 
and fungicides for agricultural use” as 
goods for which applications for li- 
censes will be considered on their in- 
dividual merit. 

Pesticide exports are negligible. 


Pesticide packaging and sales. are 
covered by the Poisons Act, 1934, the 
Poisons General Regulations, 1937, and 
amendments. These regulations are 
administered by the Health Depart- 
ment. The Departments of Agricul- 
ture and of Scientific and Industrial 
Research operate a service known as 
the “Certification of Therapeutants,” 


22 





in which insecticides and fungicides 
are tested under New Zealand condi- 
tions and certified if certain require- 
ments are fulfilled. 

New Zealand manufacturers have 
stated that, if it were possible to ob- 
tain freely import licenses for U. S. 
pesticides, such products would be 
preferred to those from other sources. 
The New Zealand Government is 
gradually relaxing exchange and li- 
censing restrictions as economic con- 
ditions improve, and it is hoped that 
in the foreseeable future U. S. toxic in- 
gredients for pesticides will meet a 
more active market in New Zealand. 
However, imports of finished products 
probably will not increase —Emb., Wel- 
lington. 





West Berlin Produces and 
Exports Meat Specialties 


West Berlin meat processors in 1954 
have continued to provide more than 
a proportionate share of the total 
value of exports for the industry from 
the Federal Republic. The export trade 
concentrates on meat specialties, such 
as tinned hams, ready-to-eat tongue, 
prepared kidneys, and hard sausages. 
The United States and the United 
Kindom provide the chief markets. 

About 30 meat-processing firms in 
West Berlin employ a total of 1,300 to 
1,400 workers. In 1953 they doubled 
the value of their exports over that 
of 1952, and supplied more than 10 
percent of the 60 million German 
marks’ worth, or US$14.3 million, of 
meat products exported from the Fed- 
eral Republic that year. 





Europe’s Largest Printing 
Press Ordered in W. Germany 


The West German firm Maschinen- 
fabrik Augsburg-Nurnberg A.G., Werk 
Augsberg, has received an order from 
the publishers of the Belgian news- 
paper Le Soir for a printing press, re- 
ported to be the largest in Europe. The 
new rotary press will cost more than 
6.5 million German marks, or approxi- 
mately US$1.5 million. 

MAN A. G., which entered the inter- 
national printing press market in the 
past few years, has supplied large 
printing presses to the Scandinavian 
countries, India, Switzerland, and the 
South American countries. 


U.S. Bread Grain 


Sent to Yugoslavia 


The shipment of 150,000 tons of 
U. S. wheat to Yugoslavia has been 
authorized by the Foreign Operations 
Administration to help alleviate foog: 
shortages, FOA reports. Adverge 
weather conditions have made Yugo. 
Slavia suffer its third wheat crop fajj- 
ure since 1950. 


The new wheat tonnage was made 
available under the provisions of title 
II of the Agricultural Trade Develop. 
ment and Assistance Act (Public Law 
480). Under this title, FOA may author. 
ize the Department of Agriculture to 
provide and ship surplus U.S. agricul. 
tural commodities to friendly countries 
in urgent need of such foodstuffs. 

The new shipment brings to 435,009 
tons the amount of wheat provided 
for Yugoslavia during the current fis- 
cal year, FOA states. This amount in- 
cludes 125,000 tons previously furnished 
under the title II program, 10,000 
tons as part of the Danube River flood 
relief program for 6 countries suffer- 
ing crop damages, and 150,000 tong 
under section 402 of the Mutual Se 
curity Act of 1954. About 750 tons of 


butter were also shipped to replace * 


Danube flood losses. 


FOA has allotted a total of $23 mil- 
lion for Yugoslavia this fiscal year to 
finance the purchase and shipping of 
cotton, coal, fertilizer, pharmaceuti- 
cals, and medical supplies, in addition 
to the wheat furnished under the 
Mutual Security Act. 

The Mutual Security Program for 
Yugoslavia was established to provide 
support to that country’s economy, 80 
that it could maintain an adequate 
defense posture. Since the U. S. ec 
nomic assistance program began if” 
late 1950, the total aid granted thus 
far has amounted to $416 million. In 
addition, the United Kingdom and 
France have contributed $77 million 
in economic assistance to Yugoslavia 
under a program of tripartite ald 
which began on July 1, 1951. 





Iraq Awards Contracts To 
Construct Cement Plants 


The Development Board of Iraq has 
awarded to Five Lille, a French firm, @ 
contract to construct two cement 
plants, one at Sarjanar, Sulaimaniya 
Province, and the other at Mosul, at@ 
cost of 3,470,353 Iraqi dinars (1 Iraq 
dinar—US$2.80). 


The invitation to bid on these proj- © 


ects was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, March 15, 1954, page 17. 
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Exports of Glassware From 
West Germany Up 35 Percent 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
exported during the first 9 months of 
1954 101,000 metric tons of glass prod- 
ucts, or about 16 percent of the total 
yalue of the industry’s production. 
During the like period in 1953, exports 
totaled 75,162 metric tons. 

Glassware production during the 
first 9 months of 1954 totaled 950,000 
metric tons, valued at 138 million 
German marks, or US$32,844,000. This 
was an increase of 30 percent over 
the like period in 1953; the value of 
exports increased by 35 percent. 

European nations purchased 51 per- 
cent of the exported glass, the United 
States and Canada, 27 percent; and 
Latin America 11 percent. Hollow 
glass accounted for 47 percent of the 
export total; costume jewelry (Gablonz 
glassware), 28 percent; and flat glass, 
25 percent. 





Maritime-APL .. . 
(Continued from Page 20) 


vessels superior to the C-3 type, to be 
delivered not later than July 1, 1964, 
for service on Trade Route 29 (Trans- 
Pacific cargo service). 

eContract for suitable replacements 
of the SS. President Wilson and the 
SS. President Cleveland by the time 
each vessel shall become 17 years of 
age (1964 and 1965) and construct, or 
otherwise acquire, an additional suit- 
able combination vessel or vessels for 
the American President Lines’ Around- 
the-World Service, if and when it is 
found that this service requires such 
additional tonnage. 


Sailings Stipulated 

American President Lines is called 
upon, under the terms of the contract, 
to provide not less than 11 nor more 
than 14 sailings on Trade Route 17 per 
year, during 1955, and not less than 
12 nor more than 16 sailings per year 
beginning in 1956 and thereafter. 

In serving Trade Route 17, the 
American President Lines’ ships will 
sail from New York (other Atlantic 
ports as traffic offers), via the Panama 
Canal, Los Angeles and/or San Fran- 
cisco to a Philippine port, Hong Kong, 
not less than six ports (including 
Singapore) in Malaya/Indonesia, 
thence to Los Angeles, and via the 
Panama Canal, to New York, with the 
privilege of calling, as traffic offers 
and schedules permit, at Hong Kong, 
homebound; at Indochina and Thai- 
land; at Guam outbound; at one or 
two Philippine outports homebound 
in addition to Manila; and at San 
Francisco home bound solely for the 
purpose of discharging foreign car- 
goes, and then only if no calls on the 
homebound leg have been made at 
Philippine outports. 


January 10, 1955 





Egyptian Company To 
Trade in Rice 


- A new Egyptian corporation, 
the Behera Rice and Oil Co., 
S. A. E., at Damanhour, has been 
established for the purpose of 
trading in rice, rice oil, and their 
byproducts, and of producing 
rice oil. : 

The capital of the Behera Rice 
and Oil Co., S. A. E., is placed 
at E£80,000, represented by 20,000 
shares valued at E£4 each (E£1=— 
US$2.87) —Emb., Cairo. 











Mexico Plans To Expand 
Fertilizer Production 


Production of ammonium sulfate in 
Mexico during 1953-54 amounted to 
65,312 metric tons, and the output of 
superphosphate to 69,536 tons. Am- 
monium sulfate was up only 1,000 
tons from the preceding year but 
superphosphate output was 14 per- 
cent greater. 


A new plant started production of 
superphosphate at Cuautitlan last 
year. The two producers of am- 
monium sulfate operated at capacity. 


Mexico must still depend upon im- 
ports for much of its fertilizer, but 
the Government is reported to have 
given tentative approval to three 
projects to expand fertilizer pro- 
duction. One of these is a proposed 
anhydrous ammonia plant at Coat- 
zacoalcos for 180 tons a day, another 
project is the installation of facilities 
to recover byproduct ammonium sul- 
fate at the Monclova steel mill, and a 
third is the roe nti of present am- 
monium sulfate capacity at Cuautit- 
lan. 


Malaya Imports More 
U. S. Made Textiles 


Despite the restrictions on textile 
imports into Malaya direct from hard- 
currency sources, considerable yard- 
ages of American cottons and rayons 
arrived via Hong Kong at prices below 
those at which the United Kingdom 
could supply them in 1954. Imports 
of U. S. textiles in January-August 
1954 totaled more than 7 million 
square yards valued at M$10,205,818 
(M$l1=approximately US$0.33), an in- 
crease of about 1.6 million square 
yards and M$2 million over the cor- 
responding period in 1953. ‘ 


Total Malayan imports of textil 
from all sources during the 8-month 
period decreased about M$24 million 
from those of the like period in 1953, 
as a result of diminished purchases 
from India, the United Kingdom, and 
other European countries. The per- 
centage of decrease would have been 
greater had not imports from the 
United States and Japan increased. 

The Malayan textile trade is quiet 
but steady. The large quantities of 
old stocks have been disposed of par- 
tially, and quantities of new stocks 
are coming in regularly from the 
United Kingdom, Japan, and India, 
and from the United States via Hong 
Kong. 

Malayan. textile exports—all reex- 
ports—were reduced by about 67 per- 
cent in both yardage and value during 
the first 8 months of 1954 compared 
with those of the like period in 1953. 
The exports in 1954 totaled about 37 
million square yards valued at ap- 
proximately M$23 million. This de- 
crease in textile exports was due 
principally to tightening of Indo- 
nesian restrictions on textile imports 
from Singapore.—Cons. Gen., Singa- 
pore. 
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